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React: What surprises you most in this chapter? Why is this a surprise? 

The slave girl’s faith? 
Naaman’s reactions to his servants? 
Elisha’s reception of Naaman? 
Naaman’s reaction to Elisha’s instructions? 
God’s grace to Naaman? 
Naaman’s response to God’s grace/Elisha? 
Elisha’s refusal of gifts? 
Gehazi’s deception? 
God’s judgment of Gehazi? 

 
1. Explore: Let’s think about this cast of characters. Complete the chart and share observations, 

keeping these things in mind as you answer questions 2-5. (See map on the back for location of 
Naaman’s home – Syria and Aram are two names for the same country.) 
 

 Strengths, assets Weaknesses, needs Faith Notable actions 
Servant Girl 

 
    

Naaman 
 

Before healing: 
 

 
   

After: 
 

 
   

King of Syria 
(Aram) 

    

King of Israel 
 

    

Elisha 
 

    

Naaman’s 
servants 

    

Gehazi 
 

    

 
2. Imagine together about the circumstances surrounding the little girl becoming Mrs. Naaman’s 

servant. Does her action toward Naaman surprise you? How does she live out God’s instructions to 
the exiles, given many years later (Jer 29:4-7)? 
 
 

3. Reflecting on your chart, compare the faith of the character pairs below. (How is this ironic?) 
 Two Israelites: Naaman’s servant girl and the King of Israel 

 
 Two servants: Naaman’s (girl and men) and Elisha’s (Gehazi)?  

 
 Two lepers: Naaman and Gehazi? 



4. When Naaman arrived at Elisha’s for help, why do you think he 
was so insulted by Elisha’s response? Why do you think he 
changed his mind about doing what Elisha instructed? 

 
 

 
5. How does Naaman’s healing change him? What evidence do 

you see of this change? 
 

 

 

6. What might be Elisha’s reason for refusing to accept gifts from 
Naaman? (1 Cor 9:18) Does that thought help explain why God’s 
judgment of Gehazi is so harsh? What lies is Gehazi telling 
about Yahweh?                                               

                    

 
 
Big Picture: 
1. What do you learn from this story about God’s character? Share insights.  

 
2. How might the original audience (God’s people in exile) have responded to this story? How would it 

have encouraged or challenged them? How does that benefit you, now? 
 

3. How does this story connect to the gospel and life of Christ? Share ideas. Jesus references this story 
in Luke 4:16-30. How does this connection help us and what does it show us? 

 
Application: 

1. Naaman was humble enough to listen to his 
servants, and eventually to follow the prophet’s 
unexpected and unwelcome instructions. Where 
do you need to humble yourself to listen and 
heed the advice of another? 

 
 

2. Do you find that God’s instructions for salvation 
are still a stumbling block, even foolish, these 
days? Explain. (See 1 Cor 1:26-29) 

 
 

3. How has God used a tragedy, difficulty, or 
disease to bring about good in your life? 
 
 

 
4. If you are a follower of Jesus, was there anything seemingly unlikely in the way God brought 

you to faith? Share your story with others, or journal. 


