
WBS Resource Guide: Introduction to 1 Peter

Use this space to write down questions that arise. I wonder...

Observation: Read 1 Peter 1:1-3. Jen Wilkin calls this the “envelope” of the letter. It gives
important background information that students of 1 Peter need to know.  According to
v. 1-3:

● Who wrote 1 Peter? ___________________________________________________________

● To whom was he writing? _____________________________________________________

● Apostle: One sent in Christ’s name; chosen by Christ himself; eye-witnesses and preachers of

Christ and his resurrection; given a spirit of prophecy to teach and lead the Church.1

● Why is it important that Peter is an apostle?

_______________________________________________________________________________

Where does

Peter’s audience

live?  Find & circle

these locations

on the map.2

Context: In order to understand the Book of 1 Peter better, we need to consider its
author and some of his experiences. Each group member should silently read their
assigned text(s).

● As you read, consider: Who was Peter? What happened to Peter in this event?
Briefly report your findings to your table.

Person 1: Luke 5:1-11;  John 1:35-42 Person 2: John 6:66-69;  Matthew 14:25-33
Person 3: Mark 9:28-36;  John 13:3-10 Person 4: Luke 22:54-62;  John 21:4-8, 15-19

Person 5: Acts 2:1-13 Person 6: Acts 14-41

Discuss: In light of what you read/shared, how might Peter’s experiences impact his
message in this letter? Do any of these experiences stand out as especially important?

2 Jen Wilkin, 1 Peter: A Living Hope in Christ, (LifeWay Press: Nashville, TN, 2015).

1 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible (Hendrickson Publishers: Peabody, MA, 2008), 1944.



Big Picture Exploration: As a group, read your table’s assigned chapter of 1 Peter aloud.
Take 2-3 minutes to circle repeated words or concepts to help reveal themes/”big ideas”
that Peter is communicating. Pay attention to the words Peter uses to describe God’s
people to give them a sense of identity.
Fill in your group’s section of the chart below. Your table will share findings with the
large group later to identify common themes throughout the book.
Red & Gray Tables: 1 Peter 1       Green Table: 1 Peter 2       Pink & Blue Tables: 1 Peter 3 Purple Table: 1 Peter 4      White Table: 1 Peter 5

● **Only fill out your group’s portion of the chart below. We will do the rest as a large group.

Themes Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 3 Chapter 4 Chapter 5

Discussion:
● Do you notice any connections between Peter’s life as an apostle and the

themes he discusses in your chapter?
● What is Peter communicating to God’s people about their identity?

Read 1 Peter 5:12 and 2 Peter 3:1-3.  According to these texts, what are Peter’s
purposes for writing his letter?

Personal Reflection: on your own time

*Journal: When you consider the big themes of 1 Peter, do any of these relate to your
life circumstances? How do you need Christ to speak into these spaces? Pray and ask
the Lord to speak into these places in your life.
*Read 1 Peter 1:1-12. If time permits, check out the study help on your blue bookmark
and think through some of the prompts.


