
Psalm 8 - Week of 2/17/2021 

Icebreaker/Reflection: Tell the group about the most majestic thing you have ever seen.                                
Spend some personal time worshipping God for His creation – feel free to write your praise down!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5-8-cjAuTQ 

Open in Prayer  

Intro/Context of Ps. 8: This psalm is a psalm of praise that was written by David. While we know that the 
psalms are not arranged chronologically, it is interesting to consider the placement of this particular psalm. 
Psalms 1 and 2 have no titles and no authors listed, but Psalms 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9 are also written by David. If 
you do a quick look through the five psalms leading up to this one, you will find that they are all psalms of 
lament, and the main pronouns used are I, me, my, etc. In all of them, David needs help. This psalm burst forth 
like the dawning of a new day – David is praising the Lord. And on the other side of this praise, Psalm 9, a 
psalm of thanksgiving. Praise and thankfulness are very closely related. Consider that this psalm’s placement is 
to show that even in times of trouble, there is much to praise and thank God for!  

Read Psalm 8 – As you’re reading it together, notice anything that stands out to you. Share with the group. 

Exploration 

 Look at the first and last verse of this Psalm, the bookends, what do they tell you this Psalm might be 
about? 
 

 What do you think they may indicate about all the verses in between? 

 

 There are many different names of God used throughout the Old Testament - Yahweh, Adonai, 
Elohim, El Roi, El Shaddai, Jehovah Jirah – just to name a few. Notice in verse 1 that David uses two of 
these names of God – LORD, which is Yahweh; and Lord, which is Adonai.  

 Yahweh: This is the personal name of God. It means “I am that I am”. It denotes that God 
exists in and of Himself. He has always existed, He is not created. It also indicates that God will 
be true to Himself. He does not change! 

 Adonai: This means master or ruler. It denotes that God is sovereign, He is our ruler, our 
master, our king.   

o What do you think is significant about these David choosing these names? 

 

o David says God’s name (Yahweh and Adonai) are majestic. What might this mean? 

 

 Look over verses 2-8 and fill out the columns below by writing what they have to say about man and 
God. 

Man God 

 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5-8-cjAuTQ


o What does this show us about man, God, and the relationship between man and God? 

 

 What does dominion/authority mean? 
 

o In your experience, do you find that the dominion as described in verses 6-8 to be true?  
Explain 

 

 Verse 2 and the proclamation of man’s dominion in verses 6-8 are, at best, difficult to understand. 
 

o Read Matthew 21:12-17 and 1 Cor. 1:27-29. How do these passages help us understand v. 2?  
 

 

o Read Hebrews 2:5-9. How does this passage help us understand verses 6-8? 
 

 

 How do all the verses in between the first verse and last verse point to/talk about/show us the majesty 
of God’s name? 

 Where do we see God? 
 Where do we see Jesus? 

 

Watch Video 

Application 

 Share about a time (maybe it’s now) you were in the midst of something difficult and overwhelming. 
How does this Psalm encourage us during those times? 

 Do you live, or sometimes feel, as if your worth and dignity come from what you do and what you 
accomplish?  How does this Psalm speak into that? 

 We can all see pretty clearly, given that we are in the middle of a world-wide pandemic, that we are 
not in control. How does this Psalm help us worship the Lord in the midst of the current situation? 

 How can this Psalm help us to grow towards being people who yearn for God’s glory to be revealed 
through our lives, instead of being people who just wish God would do things to make our lives better? 

 

For Further Reflection 

 Spend an hour outside on a cloudless night and take in the stars and moon. Worship the Lord! 

 Worship using these links: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5-8-cjAuTQ and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGrOlRO8oqs   

 Combine the first two suggestions – spend time gazing at the night sky while listening to worship songs 
and worship the Lord! 
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