
Discussion Guide for 2 Kings 6:24-7:20
Hope Women’s Bible Study

April 19-20, 2022

Respond: Describe a time when you were truly hungry. How did you feel?  How did you treat others?

Read the passage. While reading, reflect on and jot down what stands out to you.  What do you notice?  What
questions do you have?  Briefly share some of your observations and questions with your group.

Explore: Note the reaction to the famine for the listed characters in the narrative. Think through any action, response
or emotion indicated for each character. As a group, using the chart below, record how each character deals with the
cause or effects of the famine and then work through each of their actions after the lepers’ discovery that the Syrian
Army fled.  Take note of how the characters respond to the Lord.  Do they blame Him, question Him, claim His
authority?  If no reaction or response is given, just leave the space blank.

Character Before or During the Famine After the lepers discover the Syrian Army has fled

Ben-hadad, King of Syria

Syrian Army

King of Israel

Woman by the Wall

Elisha

King’s Messenger

King’s Captain

Four Lepers

City Gatekeepers

King’s Servant

Looking at the chart, what insight do you gain about the passage from the reaction of the characters to the famine
and its end?  From their response to God during and after the famine?



What significance does a severe famine have for the people of Israel? Read Leviticus 26:27-33 and Deuteronomy
28:52-57 to gain further insight.

Look at the bookends of chapter 7 (7:1-2 and 7:16-20). What similarities do you observe? What significance do the
similarities have in light of the whole passage?

The Big Picture:
What do you learn about God from this passage?

How do you see this narrative connecting with the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Application:
How are you hungry today? Are some of your basic needs (physical, emotional, mental) unmet? Do you have unmet
longings in the midst of dark, desperate times?  How are you dealing with temptation in the midst of all of this?

Describe any anguish and anger you may presently be experiencing. Consider if you may possibly be mad at God?
Describe a present or past situation when you felt you were doing the right or expected thing and it was still not going
well for you. How did/does this experience influence your relationship with the Lord?

Consider a time when you became cynical or skeptical that the Lord could ever deliver you from your circumstances.
Why is there a tendency to doubt God’s Word especially in the face of difficult circumstances? God is always true to
His Word. Why do you think that there is still so much unbelief even from Christians? (Adapted from Davis)


