
Small Group Resource Guide for I Peter 5

Icebreaker: Name a person who has made an impact on your Christian walk.  Share two words
you would use to describe that person.

Read I Peter 5. As you read, circle repeated words and phrases.  Underline verses or words
that seem significant or important.

Discover:
What initial impression did you have as you read the passage?  What stood out in your first
reading of it?

How does Peter identify himself as he begins the final chapter of the letter? What is significant
about each role?

1.
2.
3.

Read John 13:3-15 and John 21:15-19.  As you work through the passage, consider how these
interactions of Peter with Jesus may have influenced his writing.

Look through the passage at the instruction Peter gives and what will result from following it.

Instruction/Commands Results/Promises

Look specifically at the instruction to elders in v2-3.  How are elders to shepherd and exercise
oversight?

Not But

Take a moment and jot down what stands out to you as you reflect on the instruction Peter gives
in this last chapter.  Then share your reflections with the group.



According to Peter in v10, what will happen after his readers have suffered?  How does this
encourage them and us?

Big Picture:
Read the bookends of the book (1:1-2 and 5:12-14).   What similarities do you notice?  What
insight do you gain into Peter’s purpose for writing?

What do we learn about
● God from this last chapter?

● our adversary, the devil?

● the work of Christ and the gospel of grace?

Reflection on I Peter:

Melodic Line: Every book of the Bible has a unique song to sing. Each passage is like a set of
notes that thread through a musical piece that are powerful enough to remind us of the entire
piece. The central thread is the GOSPEL.
As a group, come up with what you think is the melodic line of I Peter.  Consider these
strategies: Think about the book as a whole; consider the tone of the book; consider key words,
repetitions and themes; look at the bookends (the beginning and end of the book); identify the
purpose of the book. (Based upon the principles from the Simeon Trust First Principles Online
Course. Adapted by Katie Moretz and Joan Mitchell)
Don’t spend a ton of time on this. The wording is not most important. Just write out what you
and your group think is a possible melodic line of I Peter.

Use the index card provided to write down something you have learned from our study of I
Peter.  Leave this on your table.  We will be sharing what is written on the cards as
encouragement at our Friendsgiving next week.  If there is time, share some of what you have
written with your group.

Application:
● How does this passage encourage you to pray for and encourage elders and others in

leadership in your church?  If you are in some sort of Christian leadership, how can you
apply some of the principles of this passage?

● Consider a situation you currently find yourself in where it is hard to clothe yourself with
humility.  How might this passage help you?

● Is it difficult for you to accept that God cares for you?  Why or why not?


