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Introduction to Elijah and Elisha

I. Why are we here and not there?

Here: Exiled in Babylon
There: The Promised Land

➢ 586 b.c. marked the fall of Jerusalem and the exile of God’s covenant people into Babylon.

○ Jerusalem’s fall and the vanquishing of God’s people raised all sorts of questions: Is
Yahweh trule in control of history? If he is sovereign and he is good and he keeps his
promises, how is it that his chosen people, his royal family, his set apart city, and his
glorious temple had all but come to their end?

➢ Kings’ original audience was looking for answers to these questions and for wisdom about
stewarding these new realities as God’s covenant people.

II. How did we arrive here from there?

Where does Kings fit into the One Big Story of redemption?

Monarchy

➢ Joshua 24: 14-21:
○ “Choose this day whom you will serve” vs. “No, but we will serve the LORD”

➢ Judges:
○ Refrains:

■ 17:6 and 21:25 - “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what
was right in his own eyes.”

➢ Samuel:
○ Saul - confusion and decline

○ David - 2 Samuel 7 and covenant renewal

➢ Solomon - Divided Kingdom

1 and 2 Kings is well titled. As a record of monarchical succession, it tells the story of Israel (and Judah)
through the lens of her kings. The repeated introductory refrain, indicating the age, length of reign, and
moral quality of each king, forms the skeleton of the narrative, and the book repeatedly emphasizes how
each king ultimately leads the people either toward the Lord or idols. In this way, the book of Kings binds
up the fate of the people with the fate of the leader. Good kings bring blessing to the entire people, and bad
kings bring judgment. Ultimately, the entire nation su�ers for lack of a godly ruler.

➢ Deuteronomy 17:

A King like the Nations vs. A King the LORD chooses



✓ Concept and Prescription vs. Practice

➢ Heart of the monarchy is covenant embodiment, covenant fidelity, covenant mission
as expressed in Exodus 19: 4-6

○ Modeling:
■ Treasured possession
■ Holy nation
■ Kingdom of Priests

○ Enabling:
■ Creating circumstances through leadership for these good things to run

wild

➢ Recurring biblical, theological issue especially for the OT:

○ Conditional or Unconditional?
■ Unconditional with respect to merit
■ Conditional with respect to instrumentality

○ Presumption of 2 Samuel 7/ Exodus 19:
■ No-matter-what-ness of covenant promises without

instrumentality
● External relationship to the covenant promises of God

○ Desperation of 2 Samuel 7/Exodus 19:
■ FOMO, rate of change not amenable,
■ Take matters into own hands

➢ 1 Kings 17 and 18:
○ Dt. 17 is ignored in the extreme and the refrain of the Kings is winning the day
○ Exodus 19 is abdicated in the extreme and the proliferation of priests/prophets of Baal

are winning the day.

✓ God never leaves himself without a witness!

★ Augustine to the Reformation:
○ Bernard of Clairvaux
○ John Wycli�
○ Jan Hus

★ “At least five times . . . the Faith has to all appearances gone to the dogs. In each of
those times it was the dogs that died!” - Chesterton

Prophecy (or more precisely, prophets: Elijah and Elisha)

Purpose of Prophecy:

➢ “Covenant enforcement mediators” - call people back to covenant fidelity rather than
predict future events in advance of them asking place

○ “Troubler of Israel” - good trouble!
○ Faithful wounds a la Proverbs 27: 5-6



Person of the Prophet:

➢ Authenticated and legitimized over against the 1000s of hired hands
○ Deuteronomy 17 vs. 1 Kings 18 and 22

Insertion of Elijah and Elisha into the narrative is a definitive inflection point. Chronicles of dates
and events of the line of unfaithful kings give way to focus upon the words and actions of the
prophets themselves.

III. Where do we go from here?

Warning: a cautionary tale

➢ Seduction of _________ is real!

Intervention

➢ Without God stepping in, all we have is presumption and/or desperation!

★ “Alas, Sir, I am Carlini.”

Invitation

➢ Embrace the covenant in the heart!

✓ Caution + Intervention + Invitation = not enough!

Substitution

Mark 9, Matthew 17, Luke 9 - Transfiguration of Jesus.

Better than Moses
Better than Elijah

Jesus is the King that we need!

WSC #26: How does Christ execute the o�ce of a king?

He subdues us to himself, rules and defends us, and restrains and conquers all of his and our
enemies.

He keeps the covenant as the King for us - remember Genesis 15 and who actually passes through
the pieces.


