
WBS Resource Guide: 1 Kings 17�1-16
“Rain equals grain, equals life.”  -M. Futato

● Warm-Up: Share something that brought a smile to your face this Christmas, and one way in which you
saw or experienced God’s goodness.

● Consider: Reread 1 Kgs. 17�1-16 if needed. Write down a thought or question this text brings up for you.
Discuss as a group.

● Role of narrative: In Scripture, the narrative genre takes the form of story and recounts the history of
God’s people. Kings shows the demise of the kingdom established under David and Solomon, and provides a
highlight reel of how the Israelites ended up in exile.

○ Have one person in the group recount the story of 1 Kings 17�1-16 in a few sentences.
● Dig In: Look at the parts of the text below. In the Description section, and label the parts of the text with

one or more of the following descriptors: Promised Provision, Word of the LORD, Fulfillment, Conflict/
Problem, Command, Faith/Obedience. In the Observations section, jot notes about what these words reveal
about God or Elijah. Add your group’s observations or questions as thoughts arise.

Text Description Observations/Notes/Questions

V. 1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead,
said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives,
before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew
nor rain these years, except by my word.”

V. 2-3 And the word of the Lord came to him:
“Depart from here and turn eastward and hide
yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the
Jordan.

V. 4 You shall drink from the brook, and I have
commanded the ravens to feed you there.”

V. 5 So he went and did according to the word of
the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith
that is east of the Jordan.

V. 6-7 And the ravens brought him bread and
meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the
evening, and he drank from the brook. And after a
while the brook dried up, because there was no
rain in the land.

Promised Provision, Word of the LORD, Fulfillment, Conflict/ Problem, Command, Faith/Obedience.

Text Description Observations/Notes/Questions

V. 8-9 Then the word of the Lord came to him,
“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon,
and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a
widow there to feed you.”



V. 10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And
when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a
widow was there gathering sticks. And he called
to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a
vessel, that I may drink.”

V. 11-12 And as she was going to bring it, he
called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of
bread in your hand.” And she said, “As the Lord
your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a
handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a
jug….that I may go in and prepare it for myself
and my son, that we may eat it and die.”

V. 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and
do as you have said. But first make me a little cake
of it and bring it to me, and afterward make
something for yourself and your son.”

V. 14-15 For thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the
jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the
Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” And she went
and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her
household ate for many days.

V. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did
the jug of oil become empty, according to the
word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

● Discuss: What characteristics of God or Elijah became apparent in the two sections? What other
details did you notice? What might be the purpose of this passage?

● What significance do you find in God’s provision to (and through) a pagan, Gentile widow?
● In light of your work in the charts above, what might 1 Kgs. 17�1-16 have meant to the original

audience (people of Israel living in the Babylonian Exile)?

● Connect it to Christ: Read Luke 4�16-30. How does Jesus interpret this text and what does his
explanation add to your understanding? In what ways does 1 Kgs. 17�1-16 connect to the Person,
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus?

● Apply: How have you seen or experienced God’s  goodness and/or provision in the past? Have you
seen God’s sovereignty and kindness wedded together in your own life? How does this help you
move forward?

● What is your “Baal”? You might ask yourself: To whom/what do I look to meet my needs?
● In light of the work of Jesus, how does this text speak into your life? How is the Spirit inviting you

to repentance? Deeper trust? Obedience?


