
WBS Resource Guide: 1 Kings 17�17-24
“Rain equals grain, equals life.”  -M. Futato

● Warm-Up: If you could change one thing about yourself or your life circumstances, what would it be?
● Review & React:

○ Have a member of the group review what last week’s text (v. 1-16) revealed about God and Elijah.
○ Have another member briefly recap what happened in this week’s narrative (v. 17-24).
○ Does this text bring up any questions for you? What is your initial reaction? Write it down below.

● Dig In: In your Scripture journal, underline Elijah’s ACTIONS in each of the three texts. How is Elijah’s
role in v. 17-24 different from his activity in v. 1-7 and 8-16? Write down your thoughts in the boxes
below and discuss the significance of Elijah’s role in v. 17-24.

V. 1-7: Ravens @ Cherith V. 8-16: Widow, Jar/Jug @ Zarephath V. 17-24: Widow’s Son Raised @ Zarephath

Consider:
● Look at the occurrences in the story. What is the turning point in this narrative? What changes after the

turning point?

● Did Elijah agree with the widow’s reasoning as to why her son died (see v. 18-20)? How did he react to the
boy’s death? What do you think of this?

● Compare the complaint of the widow in v. 18 with her confession in v. 24. What things do these verses
indicate about God? The widow? About Elijah?



● Though we separated the 3 narratives of Ch. 17 for our study, v. 17-24 is still interconnected with last
week’s message of God’s sovereignty wedded to his goodness, making him fully trustworthy. Look back at
v. 17-24. Write down ways in which you see evidence of God’s sovereignty1 and power in the first box
below, and his tender, loving-kindness in the second box. If you notice any other characteristics of God, feel
free to add those as well. Consider how this text shows Yahweh’s superiority over Baal.

God’s Sovereignty, Power & Might

God’s Goodness & Tender Care

● What message would the resurrection of the widow’s son have communicated to the original audience
exiled in Babylon?2

● Connect to Christ: How do you see this passage pointing to the Person and work of Jesus?
● Have each person in your group read one of the following texts aloud to the group, and discuss how these

passages illuminate v. 17-24 as it pertains to Christ.

*Isa. 53�12          *Lk. 7� 11-16         Jn. 11�25-27; 33-40          Jn. 14�6         1 Cor. 15�20-26         1 Tim. 2�5-6a

● Apply: When a crisis occurs and you don’t have any answers, are you tempted to think that God is
punishing you? If so, why is this?

● How does Elijah’s role as an active intercessor3 speak into your own life?
● In what ways do you seek life apart from Christ? How is this text inviting you to change?
● In light of this passage, who Christ is, and what he has done, how is the Spirit drawing you to deeper trust

in Him in the midst of your current circumstances?

3 Intercessor: A person who mediates and/or pleads on behalf of another.

2 If time and desire for further study allows, see Ezekiel 37:11-14, 21-23 regarding God’s restoration
plan for his people Israel, and ultimately, for Christ’s Church.

1 Sovereignty: to have supreme power and authority.


