
WBS Resource Guide: 1 Kings 18�20-46
“[God] is not an idea you play with, but a King to whom you submit.” -Dale Ralph Davis

Warm-Up: What’s your favorite memory or association with fire?

Review: After 3.5 years of a drought brought by Yahweh, Elijah calls Ahab to Mt. Carmel with all of Baal’s
and Asherah’s prophets and Israel. Elijah has accused Ahab of leading Israel in breaking the 1st and 2nd
Commandments: “You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image,
or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous
God….” (Exodus 20�3-6). On another note, the time of oblation would’ve been at twilight.

Read the passage, underlining or highlighting any words similar to call/hear/answer.

React: Take a few minutes to jot down your initial reactions and questions.

Dig In: By each scale, write down what each has to work with in this contest. For example, above Baal, you
could write “home advantage” and above Yahweh “enemy territory” because Mt. Carmel was in Phoenecian
control and used for Baal worship.



This passage is a showdown between Yahweh and Baal. Consider the above “terms” of the contest as well
as the entire passage as well as their actions in the whole passage. What does this show you about each?
What are other Scriptures or biblical events that you are reminded of?

Yahweh Baal

Looking at the whole passage, consider the words and actions of each of the following people/groups.
What core need(s) and desires were driving them?

Ahab & Baal’s Prophets Israel Elijah

Connect it to Christ: In what ways does this passage point to Christ?
You might consider:

● How does it fit into the bigger story of redemption?
● What biblical themes are in this passage that find their completion in Christ?
● What part of our sin nature does it show? How does Christ meet the need that sin nature creates?

Apply:
● How much time do you waste calling out to false gods? What need/desire are you hoping they will

meet? What does “calling out” look like in your daily life? What would calling out to Christ instead
look like?

● Which character/group do you resonate with today? How does it lead you to pray?
● Generation after generation, the power of God is revealed in the preaching of the gospel, despite

overwhelming odds against it. What encouragement do you find in the story of Elijah and the
prophets of Baal? **Adapted from Dillard


