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“God glorifies himself in human weakness.” -Dillard

Let’s get oriented: Syria has reduced Israel’s army to tatters in 13�1-9. To better understand what’s
happening in this passage, it’s helpful to know a few things about how this passage was recorded.
Joash, king of Israel, and Jehoash, son of Jehoahaz, are the same guy. Verses 10-13 give us a quick
summary of Joash/Jehoash’s life and death. Then 14-21 recounts an episode from his life. 22–25
backtracks to Hazael’s and Ben-hadad’s reigns in Syria, highlighting God’s compassion and
Jehoash’s victory against Ben in three cities.

Read the passage.

Dig In: After Solomon’s death, Jeroboam rips the kingdom in two, taking the ten northern tribes
of Israel away from Judah (part of God’s judgment on idol worship). But Jeroboam has a problem.
How can northern Israel worship without leaving him to go to Jerusalem in Judah? His solution is
to create golden calves and high places for Israel to worship where they’re at, using their religion
to preserve his power (1 Kings 12). Take a look at what God has to say to him in 1 Kings 14�7-9�

“Go, tell Jeroboam, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: “Because I exalted you from among
the people and made you leader over my people Israel and tore the kingdom away from the
house of David and gave it to you, and yet you have not been like my servant David, who kept
my commandments and followed me with all his heart, doing only that which was right in my
eyes, but you have done evil above all who were before you and have gone and made for
yourself other gods and metal images, provoking me to anger, and have cast me behind your
back…”

What was the heart of Jeroboam’s sins?

If Joash is walking in Jeroboam’s steps, what might his heart have been coming to Elisha?

Considering Joash's heart posture, why do you think the writer of 2 Kings includes this story
about Elisha getting angry with Joash for only striking the ground 3 times? And do you think
Elisha had good reason to be angry?

Let’s find some nuggets of hope, using the chart on the next page (Note: “nor has he cast them
from his presence until now” in 23 would be better translated “He still did not cast them out of
his presence.”).



Story Where do we see God
the strength of God
as He works through
weakness to bring
life and victory?

Where do we see
God’s grace and
covenant-keeping?

How would this have
encouraged those in
the story (Israel,
Joash)? Those in exile
when the book was
written?

Resurrection of a
man (20-21)

Joash’s exchange with
Elisha and
subsequent victory
over Syria (14-19,
22-24)

Connect it to Christ:

Consider your chart. How is the Lord’s grace, compassion, and covenant-keeping that is pictured
in this passage fulfilled and amplified in Christ? (If you want a few ideas, check out Matthew
27�50-54 or Hebrews 8�7-12)

Apply:
● Where are you feeling the pains of being exiled to a world that isn’t our own? How does

the promise of heaven encourage you?

● Where do you need to see him reversing the curse? Where do you need the promise of a

bodily resurrection?

● Is there a situation in your life where you are weak or in need? How do you see God

working through your weakness?

● How are you enjoying his presence, walking not just in his footsteps, but alongside him the

way we were meant to? What does it look like right now for you to boldly come before him

as a child, trusting him with your needs?


