
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2021

Joshua: God’s People in God’s Land

“More Than a Box”

Joshua 3:1-17, 4:21-24

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“Resolved: At least once every day I shall look steadily up at the sky and remember that I, a consciousness with a conscience,
am on a planet traveling in space with wonderfully mysterious things above and about me.” - Clyde Kilby

“The feel of faith is not strength, but dependent weakness.” - Rev. Joe Novenson

“The worldling blesses God while he gives him plenty, but the Christian blesses him when he smites him: he believes him to
be too wise to err and too good to be unkind; he trusts him where he cannot trace him, looks up to him in the darkest hour,
and believes that all is well.” - Charles Spurgeon

“When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell's destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee;
Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee.” - William Williams

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are

there lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ Do you tend to relate to God more as being “big” or being “near”?

○ What are the balancing effects of his nearness and his bigness?

○ How does Jesus help us relate to God as both transcendent and intimate?

➢ At the conclusion of the crossing of the Jordan, the tribes each take a stone from the

dry river bed and set them up together as a memorial of God’s nearness, goodness,

trustworthiness.

○ What would be your equivalent? What stones of remembrance have you

collected over the years to mark God’s work in your life?

○ Why do we need so much to be reminded of monumental graces from God in

our lives? Is that frustrating?

○ What is the role of community in helping each other remember?

➢ Imagine the priests’ experience one second before touching their toes to the water of

the raging Jordan river.

○ What does faith feel like to you (cf. Novenson’s quotation from above)?

○ Where are you currently having to trust God even though you cannot trace his

design or plan? What is that experience like? What anxious fears need to

subside for you? What is God giving you or showing you in the midst to help?


