
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2021

Joshua: God’s People in God’s Land

“Navigating the Unknown”

Joshua 1:1-9

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“As we might guess, far from gradually becoming extinct in adulthood, our fears increase throughout

our lives. What was once a small family of worries quietly conducts an aggressive breeding program

to become a teeming community of palpable fears and private anxieties. The code by which fear and

anxiety live is primal: multiply. As we possess more things, care about more people, accumulate more

bad experiences, and watch the evening news, it is as if we absorb fear. If they are not obvious in

your own life, perhaps it’s because you have been living in a war zone your entire life. At first you

noticed every gunshot. After a while the mayhem blends in with the rustle of the trees, the TV, and the

children playing in the other room. Fear gradually becomes the background noise of everyday life.” -

Ed Welch, Running Scared

“Oh! I love God’s ‘shalls’ and ‘wills.’ There is nothing comparable to them. Let a man say ‘shall,’ what

is it good for? ‘I will,’ says man, and he never performs; ‘I shall,’ says he, and he breaks his promise.

But it is never so with God’s ‘shalls.’ If He says ‘shall,’ it shall be; when He says ‘will,’ it will be.” -

Charles Spurgeon

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are

there lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What are the “unknowns” - known and unknown - that you are up against right

now?

○ Put differently, what in your life is asking for your courage and strength?

○ How are you dealing with those “unknowns” and those demands for strength

and courage?

○ In the absence of strength and courage, what are you tempted to, or, in fact,

you are looking to for relief, security, and help?

➢ What does God give to Joshua and to us on the cusp of the unknown?

➢ Why does God emphatically remind Joshua that He is still God?

○ How does he remind Joshua?

○ When have you known God’s presence tangibly and personally? What

difference does it make?

➢ How does God remind Joshua and us that His promises and plans are undeterred?

○ Read the Charles Spurgeon quotation above: What do you make of God’s

“shalls”?

○ How does the undeterred plan of God become a summary of the Gospel?

➢ What role does the revealed Word of God play in your life?

○ How is it breeding strength and courage?

○ How are you increasingly learning to let what God says in His word trump what

we see and feel around us?


