
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2021

Joshua: God’s People in God’s Land

“What about those Girgashites?”

Deuteronomy 7:1-11, 9:1-6

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and

proud of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a

misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal,

sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.”

Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion

“The picture of Jesus as the coming Judge is the central feature of another absolutely vital and

nonnegotiable Christian belief: that there will indeed be a judgment in which the creator God will

set the world right once and for all. The word judgment carries negative overtones for a good many

people in our liberal and postliberal world. We need to remind ourselves that throughout the Bible,

not least in the Psalms, God’s coming judgment is a good thing, something to be celebrated, longed

for, yearned over. It causes people to shout for joy and the trees of the field to clap their hands. In a

world of systematic injustice, bullying, violence, arrogance, and oppression, the thought that there

might come a day when the wicked are firmly put in their place and the poor and weak are given

their due is the best news there can be. Faced with a world in rebellion, a world full of exploitation

and wickedness, a good God must be a God of judgment.”

N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope

“I willingly believe that the damned are, in one sense, successful, rebels to the end; that the doors of

hell are locked on the inside.”

C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ One of the most basic points of confrontation in wrestling with the driving out of the

Canaanites is God’s judgment.

○ If we can see from the Bible’s perspective it is not about race, not about imperialistic

expansion, and not about using Israel justifying either of those by asking God’s

permission or blessing to break His commandments, we are left to ask why God gets

to judge and how he judges?

○ How does the cross give a way of escape from the judgment of God?

○ Why are believers not allowed to take up the sword of judgment in Jesus’ name?

○ How do we entrust ourselves and those around us to the just judgment of God and the

tender mercy of God?

➢ Read Deuteronomy 7:1-11.

○ What is at the heart of God’s command to devote the nations of Canaan to

destruction?

○ Why is God reminding his covenant people that it is not their virtue nor their

righteousness that is the basis for his using them as an instrument of justice?

➢ What is the warning about God’s judgment that these passages supply? What is the comfort

from God’s judgment that these passages convey?


