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“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all �ction: jealous and proud of it; a
petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, racist,
infanticidal, genocidal, �licidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.”

Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion

“The picture of Jesus as the coming Judge is the central feature of another absolutely vital and nonnegotiable
Christian belief: that there will indeed be a judgment in which the creator God will set the world right once and for all.
The word judgment carries negative overtones for a good many people in our liberal and postliberal world. We need to
remind ourselves that throughout the Bible, not least in the Psalms, God’s coming judgment is a good thing,
something to be celebrated, longed for, yearned over. It causes people to shout for joy and the trees of the �eld to clap
their hands. In a world of systematic injustice, bullying, violence, arrogance, and oppression, the thought that there
might come a day when the wicked are �rmly put in their place and the poor and weak are given their due is the best
news there can be. Faced with a world in rebellion, a world full of exploitation and wickedness, a good God must be a
God of judgment.”

N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope

“I willingly believe that the damned are, in one sense, successful, rebels to the end; that the doors of hell are locked on
the inside.”

C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain

CALL TO WORSHIP

“Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his bene�ts,

who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,

who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

who satis�es you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.”

Psalm 103:1-5

10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord, O My Soul)
Bless the Lord O my soul / O my soul / Worship His holy name
Sing like never before / O my soul / I'll worship Your holy name

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning / It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me / Let me be singing when the evening comes

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger / Your name is great and Your heart is kind



For all Your goodness I will keep on singing / Ten thousand reasons for my heart to �nd

And on that day when my strength is failing / The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending / Ten thousand years and then forevermore

by Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman © 2011 Thankyou Music, Said And Done Music, and SHOUT! Publishing

How Great Thou Art
O Lord my God / When I in awesome wonder / Consider all the worlds / Thy hands have made
I see the stars / I hear the rolling thunder / Thy pow'r throughout / The universe displayed

Then sings my soul / My Savior God to Thee / How great Thou art / How great Thou art
Then sings my soul / My Savior God to Thee / How great Thou art / How great Thou art

And when I think / That God His Son not sparing / Sent Him to die / I scarce can take it in
That on the cross / My burden gladly bearing / He bled and died / To take away my sin

When Christ shall come / With shout of acclamation / And take me home / What joy shall �ll my heart
Then I shall bow / In humble adoration / And there proclaim / My God how great Thou art

by Stuart Wesley Keene Hine © 1949 and 1953 Manna Music, Inc., Stuart Hine Trust

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of  Sin
Almighty God, we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. Forgive the sins that we remember, and the sins
we have forgotten. Forgive our many failures in the face of temptation, and our stubbornness in the face of correction.
Forgive the harsh judgments we have made of others, and the leniency we have shown ourselves. Forgive the lies we
have told to others, and the truths we have avoided. Forgive us the pain we have caused others and the indulgence we
have shown ourselves. Jesus, have mercy on us and make us whole. Amen.

Assurance of  Pardon
Christ committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return;
when he su�ered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

1 Peter 2:22-24

His Mercy Is More
What love could remember no wrongs we have done / Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore / Our sins they are many His mercy is more

Praise the Lord His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness new every morn
Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam / What Father so tender is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor / Our sins they are many His mercy is more

What riches of kindness He lavished on us / His blood was the payment His life was the cost
We stood 'neath a debt we could never a�ord / Our sins they are many His mercy is more

by Matt Boswell and Matt Papa © 2016 © Love Your Enemies Publishing and Remaining portion is una�liated



Passing of  the Peace of  Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Welcome and Prayers of  the People Ned Erickson

O�ering & Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings �ow / Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts / Praise father, son, and holy ghost

Life Together                                                                                                                                        David Speakman

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“What about those Girgashites?” David Speakman

1 “When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away
many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier than you, 2 and when the Lord your God gives them over to
you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them
and show no mercy to them. 3 You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their
daughters for your sons, 4 for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger
of the Lord would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. 5 But thus shall you deal with them: you
shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images
with �re.

6 “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than
any other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is
because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out
with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know
therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love
him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, 10 and repays to their face those who hate him, by
destroying them. He will not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. 11 You shall therefore be
careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that I command you today.

Deuteronomy 7:1-11

1 “Hear, O Israel: you are to cross over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than you,
cities great and forti�ed up to heaven, 2 a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom
you have heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the sons of Anak?’ 3 Know therefore today that he who goes over before
you as a consuming �re is the Lord your God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive
them out and make them perish quickly, as the Lord has promised you.

4 “Do not say in your heart, after the Lord your God has thrust them out before you, ‘It is because of my righteousness
that the Lord has brought me in to possess this land,’ whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the
Lord is driving them out before you. 5 Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you
going in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the Lord your God is driving them out
from before you, and that he may con�rm the word that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob.



6 “Know, therefore, that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness,
for you are a stubborn people.”

Deuteronomy 9:1-6

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Lord’s Supper Instructions
● We invite those seated furthest away from the pulpit to come to the table �rst. An usher will tell you when to

come.
● Households may approach together. We ask that each household practice physical distancing when awaiting

their turn.
● Communicants will cup their hands, ready to receive the bread.
● Another server will make a cup available for each communicant to pick up. Wine is the darker liquid and grape

juice is the lighter liquid.
● Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they have met

with and been approved by the Session.

Grace Alone
I was an orphan lost at the fall / Running away when I'd hear you call / But Father you worked your will
I had no righteousness of my own / I had no right to draw near your throne / But Father you loved me still

And in love before you laid the world's foundation / You predestined to adopt me as your own
You have raised me up so high above my station / I'm a child of God by grace and grace alone

You left your home to seek out the lost / You knew the great and terrible cost / But Jesus your face was set
I worked my �ngers down to the bone / But nothing I did could ever atone / But Jesus you paid my debt

By Your blood I have redemption and salvation / Lord you died that I might reap what you have sown
And you rose that I might be a new creation / I am born again by grace and grace alone

I was in darkness all of my life / I never knew the day from the night / But Spirit you made me see
I swore I knew the way on my own / Head full of rocks a heart made of stone / But Spirit you moved in me

And at your touch my sleeping spirit was awakened / On my darkened heart the light of Christ has shone
Called into a kingdom that cannot be shaken / Heaven's citizen by grace and grace alone

So I'll stand in faith by grace and grace alone / I will run the race by grace and grace alone
I will slay my sin by grace and grace alone / I will reach the end by grace and grace alone

by Dustin Kensrue © 2013 Dead Bird Theology, It's All About Jesus Music, and We Are Younger We Are Faster Music



BENEDICTION

24 The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of  Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

LIFE TOGETHER

Prayer Requests: text hopeprayers to 94000 if you would like to send us your prayer requests.

Missions Lunch: Hope Missions Team would like to extend a warm welcome to April J and Steve S who will be
joining the 11:00am worship service today. Please plan to stay for a free lunch on the church grounds for this unique
opportunity to meet them and hear about God's work in di�erent parts of the world! For more info, contact Sallie
Harrison, sallieharrison@triad.rr.com.

New Song Today: We will be singing a new song today called "Grace Alone" by Dustin Kensrue. Take a listen, re�ect
on the lyrics, and come ready to lend your voice to the congregational choir as we worship together!
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ldnirL-uhQ

Fall Festival: Join us on October 24th at 5:00pm for a Fall Fest! There will be pumpkin painting, relay races,
trunk-or-treat, grilled hot dogs (servers will be wearing a mask and gloves) + sides and plenty more fun! Join us for this
evening of community and celebration of Fall! Feel free to wear a costume.

● We need volunteers to host a trunk for our Trunk-or-Treat. Visit hopechurchws.org/trunk for more details and
to sign up.



Childcare During the Indoor Worship Service: Indoor childcare for infants-36 months is available by reservation.
Space is limited! Room 103 is available for single family use, if the nursery capacity is reached.

Mother’s Nursing Room: The indoor nursing room is available for both the indoor and outdoor services. For the
safety of everyone, but especially these precious new babies, please use wise judgment concerning social distancing.

Prayer Opportunities: Prayer is available during both worship services. During the indoor service, there will be two
locations at the back of the worship center. During the outdoor service, Elders will be available just outside of the
worship center to the left of the worship band and women will be available in Ethan and Davis’ o�ce.

MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK

José Portillo is serving in Charlotte through his ministry Vive Charlotte Church, which seeks to plant churches in
University City, Charlotte, NC where there are an estimated 98,000 people living within a 10 minute radius (driving).
Even more speci�cally, José is looking to reach a group of 15,000 unchurched people, who are second and third
generation immigrants - they no longer �t in with the �rst-generation immigrants but have yet to �nd where they
belong in broader culture, so they are quickly slipping under the radar and growing as an unchurched people group.

Prayer Requests: José and his family are excited about the chance to build relationships in this community and plant
churches - pray for them as they wait on and trust in the Lord and His timing for their church plant to launch publicly.
Due to Covid changing things (space availability, various restrictions, etc), they are now looking to launch in the
Spring - pray for them as they continue to seek God’s guidance and engage with the community. Pray also, for José and
his wife, Anna, and their family which will be growing by two in the Spring when they welcome twins into their
already family four (they will have four kids, age four and under).

Contact Information: jose@vivecharlotte.com

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

#KidsStu� 4Kids: Lia Erickson and Ti�any Shin are collecting new and gently used books, games, puzzles, and sports
equipment to provide to children ages pre-K through 12th grade when they come for pediatric visits at Waughtown
Pediatrics and the Downtown Health Plaza— clinics that serve historically under-resourced communities in our city.
With the KidsStu�4Kids initiative, we hope to bless these children and help them continue to read, grow, learn, and
play amidst the ongoing pandemic and challenging school year.

Please drop o� items at church (look for the drop o� box near the entrance) now through October 17th. Feel free to
email Ti�any (tshin@wakehealth.edu) with questions.


