
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2021

Joshua: God’s People in God’s Land

“Half Hearts Made Whole”

Joshua 14:6-15

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners such
hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.” - Hebrews 12: 2-3

“Lo! The Incarnate God, ascended;
Pleads the merit of His blood.
Venture on Him; venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude.
None but Jesus, none but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.” - Joseph Hart

“The majority of the spies had great giants and a little God. Caleb had a great God and little giants.” - Alan Redpath

“Your God is too small.” - J.B. Phillips

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ Christians sometimes struggle with wanting models to emulate and examples to follow.

“Be-like” sermons and lessons can often leave us depending upon our own resources for life

and godliness rather than God’s grace and the gift of faith.

○ In a culture of influencers and gurus and product-endorsers, how do the Bible’s

models strike you?

○ How is Caleb a model for us, and, at the same time, why do we need more than an

inspiration to be like Caleb?

➢ Hebrews 11:1 defines faith as “the conviction of things not seen”.

○ What is Caleb and the entire people of God seeing in front of their faces in terms of

opposition to settling the promised land?

○ How do Caleb and the rest of the spies from Numbers 13-14 and the rest of God’s

people differ in terms of how they interpret what they see?

○ What convictions and measurements are in place (see the Redpath quotation above)?

○ What are you facing now that you are tempted to measure according to your resources

rather than the resources of God’s power?

➢ Have you ever experienced a lonely faith such as Caleb’s? What sustained you during that

time?

➢ How do you distinguish between “the power of positive thinking” and vital trust in Yahweh’s

power and provision?

➢ What are some inroads and advancements for the Gospel that folks 30, 40, 50 years ago

would not have been able to imagine? How does that encourage you not to lose heart?


