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“Waiting on God isn’t about the suspension of meaning and purpose. It’s part of the meaning and purpose that God
has brought into my life. Waiting on God isn’t to be viewed as an obstruction in the way of the plan. Waiting is an
essential part of the plan. For the child of God, waiting isn’t simply about what the child will receive at the end of his
wait. No, waiting is much more purposeful, e�cient, and practical. Waiting is fundamentally about what we will
become as we wait.”

Paul David Tripp

“Waiting is active. Most of us think of waiting as something very passive, a hopeless state determined by events totally
out of our hands. But there is none of this passivity in scripture. Those who are waiting are waiting very actively. They
know that what they are waiting for is growing from the ground on which they are standing. That’s the secret. The
secret of waiting is the faith that the seed has been planted, that something has begun. Active waiting means to be
present fully to the moment, in the conviction that something is happening where you are and that you want to be
present to it.”

Henri Nouwen

“It’s hard to wait, so hard to wait.”
Flo Paris

CALL TO WORSHIP

Angels From The Realms Of Glory
Angels from the realms of glory / Wing your �ight o'er all the earth
Ye who sang creation's story / Now proclaim Messiah's birth

Come and worship come and worship / Worship Christ the newborn King

Shepherds in the �eld abiding / Watching o'er your �ocks by night
God with us is now residing / Yonder shines the infant light

Sages leave your contemplations / Brighter visions beam afar
Seek the great Desire of nations / Ye have seen His natal star

All creation join in praising / God the Father Spirit Son
Evermore your voices raising / To the eternal Three in One

by James Montgomery and Henry Thomas Smart © Public Domain

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day,
to save us all from Satan's pow'r when we were gone astray;

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, / O tidings of comfort and joy.



From God our heav'nly Father, a blessed angel came;
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same:
how that in Bethlehem was born the son of God by name.

"Fear not, then," said the angel, "let nothing you a�right;
this day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright,
to free all those who trust in him from Satan's pow'r and might."

The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind,
and left their �ocks a-feeding, in tempest, storm, and wind:
and went to Bethlehem straightway, the Son of God to �nd.

© Public Domain

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of Sin
God of salvation, by your power you lifted us out of the wasteland of sin and brought us with joy and laughter into
your kingdom. Salvation is your gift to us. But we confess that often we try to replace your gift with our own e�orts.
We try to complete what is already perfect; we try to add to what is already full; we try to earn what we already have.
Forgive us our foolishness. Help us to focus on your grace. Help us to live grateful lives in return, for Jesus’ sake alone.
Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
“God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ...He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

2 Corinthians 4:6; Colossians 1:13-14

Hail To The Lord's Anointed
Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!
His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free,
To take away transgression, and rule in equity.

He comes in succor speedy to those who su�er wrong,
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.
To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in His sight.

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth,
Love, joy, and hope, like �owers, spring in His path to birth.
The tide of time shall never His covenant remove.
His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love.
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Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Life Together                                                                                                                                        David Speakman

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“The Worthwhile Wait”                                                                                                                     David Speakman

22 And when the time came for their puri�cation according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who �rst opens the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord”) 24 and to o�er a sacri�ce according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or
two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took
him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary
his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35

(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having
lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She
did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour
she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, �lled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

Luke 2:22-40

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.



Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

All Glory Be To Christ
Should nothing of our e�orts stand / No legacy survive
Unless the Lord does raise the house / In vain its builders strive
To you who boast tomorrow’s gain / Tell me what is your life
A mist that vanishes at dawn / All glory be to Christ

All glory be to Christ our king / All glory be to Christ
His rule and reign we’ll ever sing / All glory be to Christ

His will be done His kingdom come / On earth as is above
Who is Himself our daily bread / Praise Him the Lord of love
Let living water satisfy / The thirsty without price
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet / All glory be to Christ

When on the day the great I Am / The faithful and the true
The Lamb who was for sinners slain / Is making all things new
Behold our God shall live with us / And be our steadfast light
And we shall e'er his people be / All glory be to Christ
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Go Tell It On The Mountain
Go tell it on the mountain / Over the hills and ev'rywhere
Go tell it on the mountain / That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching / O'er silent �ocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens / There shone a holy light

The shepherds feared and trembled / When lo above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus / That hailed the Savior's birth

Down in a lowly manger / The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation / That blessed Christmas morn

by John W. Work © Public Domain

BENEDICTION

24 The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26



ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

LIFE TOGETHER

Congregational Meeting: Please join us for a Congregational Meeting on January 30th, 2022. We will gather to vote
upon new Deacons and Elders, to review the plans for the Pavilion Project, to receive an update on the 2022 Hope
Church budget, and to hear about the Session's vision for reigniting ministry in the new year. More details will follow
in the coming weeks.

Middle School Scavenger Hunt: Davis will send out a list of items/places to get in your pictures, with di�erent point
values, at 3:00pm on Friday, January 7th. Text or email your pictures to Davis after you complete each task. The hunt
will end at 3:00pm on Sunday, January 9th and winners will be announced on Thursday, January 13th. Third place
will get a dessert of your choice delivered to your door, second place will get a meal of your choice (up to $15) delivered
to your door, and the winner will get a $25 Amazon gift card.

London Mission Trip Interest Meeting - January 9th, 12:30pm: Pastors Ethan and Davis will be leading a
mission trip next summer to serve with Serge missionaries in London. The dates are July 3-11, 2022, and the trip is
open to both adults and youth (current 9th grade and up). Come hear what God is up to in London and how we’ll be
joining in that work! Lunch will be provided, but please RSVP at hopechurchws.org/london.

Women’s Bible Study: We will be o�ering two opportunities for women to study the life of Elijah and Elisha (I Kings
17- II Kings 2) together this Spring. You may join us on Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm in the Adult Sunday School
Room or on Wednesday mornings at 9:30am in the Worship Center. Childcare will be available on Wednesday
mornings so please indicate your need for childcare when you register. Our registration deadline is Wednesday, January
5th. If you already registered for the I Peter study in the Fall, no need to register again. Registration link can be found
at hopechurchws.org/women.

Women’s Wednesday Evening Study: All women are welcome to join us on January 12th, 2022, 7:30-9:00pm. We
will dive into Gentle and Lowly by Dane Ortlund. We will meet weekly on Wednesday evenings in various homes. For
more information, contact Sue Spainhour, spainhourj13@gmail.com.



Discovering Hope: This is our course on what it means to follow Jesus and participate as a member of a local church,
and it is the next step for those who wish to become a member of Hope Church. We have two upcoming o�erings:

1. January 14th-15th, a weekend version where we will cover everything in a Friday evening (7:30-9pm) and
Saturday morning (9-11:30am)

2. February 6th - March 13th, a weekly version during the Sunday School hour, 10-10:45am.
Registration for both versions is available on our website (hopechurchws.org/discoveringhope) or the Church Center
app.

Prayer Requests: text hopeprayers to 94000 if you would like to send us your prayer requests.

Mother’s Nursing Room: The indoor nursing room is available. For the safety of everyone, but especially these
precious new babies, please use wise judgment concerning social distancing.

Room for Rent: Help our missionaries �nd a renter! Ted and Carolyn Turnau (our missionaries in Prague) have a
room available in a quiet subdivision o� Peace Haven Rd., near 421. Two young women are looking for a third to help
split rent ($450 each, utilities included). If you know someone, have them get in touch with Ted at turnau@ilivein.eu.
The rent from the house has helped Ted and Carolyn stay in Prague. Thanks!


