
Life Groups @ Hope Winter/Spring 2022

Luke: Journey to Jerusalem

“Not Today, Satan, Not Today!”

Luke 4: 1-13

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“Many voices ask for our attention. There is a voice that says, “Prove that you are a good person.” Another
voice says, “You’d better be ashamed of yourself.” There also is a voice that says, “Nobody really cares about
you,” and one that says, “Be sure to become successful, popular, and powerful.” But underneath all these
often very noisy voices is a still, small voice that says, “You are my Beloved, my favor rests on you.” That’s
the voice we need most of all to hear . . . Listen to the Voice who calls you beloved, otherwise you will run
around begging for a�rmation and praise from everyone else.”

Henri Nouwen

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share in Christ’s su�erings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed . . . Therefore let those who su�er according to God’s will
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.”

1 Peter 4: 12-13, 19

“The way beyond is through.”
Michael Kuehn

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Do you have
questions about the passage?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ Why do we invest so much time and e�ort trying to avoid the evil of the world and find a way
around it? Does that investment actually pay o�?

○ In what ways do you find yourself looking for ways around it?
○ Why are we often surprised by the “fiery trial” when it comes upon us?

➢ Jesus moves from the heights of a�rmation to the crucible of temptation in this passage.
○ What does that sequence tell us about the life of discipleship?
○ How does Satan capitalize upon our expectations for trouble free lives in this regard?
○ How do Jesus’/our “beloved-ness” square with life in a world of trials and

temptations? Are they at odds with one another? How does su�ering or trial cause you
to doubt your beloved-ness?

➢ How does Jesus show us the way through temptation in this passage?
○ Which of the temptations are most seductive for you?
○ What is your relationship with the Scriptures and how is it arming you for the current

or next trial?

➢ Why is Jesus’ model incomplete for us?
○ How does he make the way through for us?
○ What is the enduring benefit of Jesus as champion of our faith and our substitute?

How is that sweet for you personally right now?


