
Life Groups @ Hope              Winter/Spring 2022 

 
Luke: Journey to Jerusalem 

“The Reckoning of What We Want and What We Have” 
Luke 4:14-30 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“If God had perceived that our greatest need was economic, he would have sent an economist. 
If he had perceived that our greatest need was entertainment, he would have sent us a comedian or an artist. 
If God had perceived that our greatest need was political stability, he would have sent us a politician. 
If he had perceived that our greatest need was health, he would have sent us a doctor. 
But he perceived that our greatest need involved our sin, our alienation from him, our profound rebellion, our death, 
and he sent us a Savior.” - D. A. Carson 
 
“He had no form or majesty that we should look upon him and no beauty that we should desire him. He was 
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.” - Isaiah 53:2-4 
 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” - John the Baptist, Matthew 11:3 
 

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Do you have 
unanswered questions about the passage? 

 
➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage? 

 
➢ Can you remember a time when what you imagined or wanted met a hard reckoning with what you 

had or got? 
○ How did you feel? How did you respond? 

 
➢ What sort of Messiah did the people in this passage and in their culture desire and imagine? 

○ What is attractive about their version of the Messiah? What’s reasonable and understandable? 
○ How did the reality of who Jesus was and proclaimed himself to be square with those 

expectations? 
○ What are your expectations for who God is and the way he should operate? 

 
➢ Focusing upon Jesus’ mission statement for his life and work from Isaiah 61: 

○ What is surprising? What stands out to you?  
○ Is this the primary way you understand Jesus? If not, what gets in the way? 

 
➢ How do you account for the wrath these folks experienced when their expectations were not met by 

Jesus?  
○ When Jesus has frustrated and exasperated your desires and perceived needs, have you ever 

come to the point of wanting to be done with him altogether? 
○ What helped you recover from that mindset? 
○ What sort of comfort is it that even John the Baptist struggled to reconcile who he thought 

Jesus was going to be and who Jesus turned out to be? 
 

➢ How does the fact that Jesus neither gives in to our agendas nor gives up on us help you trust him? 


