
Life Groups @ Hope Winter/Spring 2022

Luke: Journey to Jerusalem

“The Soul-and-Body Savior”

Luke 5: 17-26

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“A personal gospel without a social gospel is like a soul without a body. A social gospel without a personal gospel is
like a body without a soul. One is a ghost. The other is a corpse.” - Bryan Chapell

“The way to God is wide open.  There is nothing standing between the sinner and his God.  He has immediate and
unimpeded access to the Savior.  There is nothing to hinder.  No sin can hold him back because God o�ers
justification to the ungodly. Nothing can keep him from Christ but his delusion that he has good works of his own
that can satisfy God.  All he needs is need. All he needs is nothing.  But, alas, sinners cannot part with their “virtues”.
- Dr. John Gerstner

“For the last 50 years in my wheelchair, I’ve been daily dying to self and rising with Jesus, dying to self and rising
with Jesus, dying to self and rising with Jesus. My goal is to mortify my fleshly desires, so I might find myself in
Christ. God has been answering my prayer, exposing dark things in my heart, things from which I need to be healed.
Does God miraculously heal? Sure, he does. But in this broken world, it’s still the exception, not the rule. A “no”
answer to my request for a miraculous physical healing has meant purged sin, a love for the lost, increased
compassion, stretched hope, an appetite for grace, an increase of faith, a happy longing for heaven, a desire to serve,
a delight in prayer, and a hunger for his Word. Oh, bless the stern schoolmaster that is my wheelchair! It’s all to the
praise of deeper healing in Christ.” - Joni Erickson Tada

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Do you have
unanswered questions about the passage?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ This passage is full of tension and surprises.
○ Name some of the tension points between the folks involved.
○ What are some of the unexpected turns that Luke weaves into his telling of this event? Why?

➢ The tension between “felt needs” and “unfelt needs” rises to the surface in this account and is also
quite a point of debate among Christians.

○ Look at the Bryan Chapell quotation above. What is he getting at?
○ How does the good news of Jesus Christ and his kingdom address both personal needs and

social needs?
○ What di�erence does it make that Jesus is a soul-and-body savior?

➢ While Jesus does heal the paralytic’s body, he seems to make his authority to forgive sins the focal
point of this miracle..

○ How does the healing of the body relate to the healing of the man’s soul?

➢ What are the felt needs that dominate your life or the  lives of those you know and love? How are you
stewarding those needs? What does the promise of heaven’s fulfillment mean to you in the midst?

➢ Why do you think that “forgiveness of sins” is either an “unfelt need” or one that is assumed as a
transaction with God sometime in the past?

○ With as much as the prevailing culture claims to be post-guilt and able to determine what is
right or wrong according to each individual, how does the need for forgiveness still manifest
and cry out for relief?


