
Life Groups @ Hope Winter/Spring 2022

Luke: Journey to Jerusalem

“Through the Cross to the Crown”

Luke 9:51-62

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die. It may be a death like that of the first disciples who had to leave
home and work to follow him, or it may be a death like Luther’s, who had to leave the monastery and go out into the
world. But it is the same death every time—death in Jesus Christ, the death of the old man at his call.” - Dietrich
Bonhoe�er

“The cross comes before the crown, and tomorrow is a Monday morning.” - C.S. Lewis

“A religion that costs you nothing is worth nothing. A cheap Christianity without a cross will prove in the end a
useless Christianity without a crown.” - JC Ryle

Christ leads me through no darker rooms
Than He went through before;
He that unto God’s kingdom comes
Must enter by this door. - Richard Baxter

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Do you have
unanswered questions about the passage?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus’ identity has been questioned, misunderstood, or undermined.
○ How many times and in what specific ways have you seen this? (You can list them out!)
○ Why is clarity about identity such a non-negotiable for Jesus? For us?
○ With the disciples often being the chief o�enders, what does it tell us about revisiting the

person and work of Jesus for that clarity? How can we feed this ongoing need?

➢ How does the destination of Jerusalem and the reality of the cross give a focal point for Jesus?

➢ In the strange interaction with the Samaritan village, how is Jesus’ mission clarified?
○ Why does he not retaliate and bring immediate judgment upon these folks?
○ What is the cost of enduring their rejection?
○ What was Jesus showing James and John about his identity and mission?

➢ Jesus’ conversation with the three potential disciples along the road to Jerusalem thrust the issue of
the cost of discipleship before us.

○ What is driving their various excuses? How are they similar and unique? Which resonates most
with you? How do you overcome the temptation baked into these attitudes?

○ Is it possible for someone to say, “I understand Christianity. I am just not ready to put it at the
central place of my life?”

➢ How does Jesus’ clarity about his identity, mission, and priority and his resolute journey through the
cross to the crown enable you to answer the same fundamental questions: Who am I? How will I live in
this world? What is my priority?


