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“When the younger son returns, Christ reports for us the words of the son to his father, but does not give anything
about a speech of the father to his son. For in reality, the father substitutes kisses for words and replaces assertion with
expression and eyes speak for the tongue.”

Rev. Dr. Ibrahim Sa’id, Quoted in Poet & Peasant by Kenneth Bailey

“For my entire life I had been quite responsible, traditional, and homebound. But, I suddenly saw my jealousy, my
anger, my touchiness, doggedness and sullenness, and, most of all, my subtle self-righteousness. I saw how much of a
complainer I was and how much of my thinking and feeling was ridden with resentment. I was the elder son for sure,
but just as lost as his younger brother, even though I had stayed ‘home’ all my life.”

Henri Nouwen, The Return of the Prodigal Son

“These parables are truly a reassurance to those lost sheep who have strayed. But they are also a warning - and this
aspect of their message is generally missed. Men and women everywhere prefer to build communities that a�rm their
choices, that share their values, that keep out those who might bring unrighteousness to their neighborhoods.”

Gary Burge, Jesus, The Middle Eastern Storyteller

CALL TO WORSHIP

Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
his greatness no one can fathom.

One generation commends your works to another;
they tell of your mighty acts.

They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—
and I will meditate on your wonderful works.

They tell of the power of your awesome works—
and I will proclaim your great deeds.

They celebrate your abundant goodness
and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

Psalm 145:3-7

Anchor of Hope

Jesus Strong and Kind

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of Sin
Most merciful God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, was tempted in every way, yet was without sin, we confess before you our
own sinfulness. We make so many mistakes. We turn away from you so often. We need you so much. Thank you that
you so loved the world that you sent Jesus to die on the cross to save us from our sins. Renew us by your Holy Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Silent Confession



Assurance of Pardon
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love…See what
great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!

Joel 2:13, 1 John 3:1

His Mercy is More

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

*Three-year-old children are dismissed for their worship class. (9am only)

Welcome and Prayers of the People

O�ering & Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings �ow / Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts / Praise father, son, and holy ghost

Life Together                                                                                                                                             Davis Mooney

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“A Litany of Lost Things” Davis Mooney

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled,
saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

3 So he told them this parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he �nds it? 5 And when he has found it, he
lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek
diligently until she �nds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless
living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his �elds to feed pigs. 16 And he
was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I
perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose
and came to his father. But while he was still a long way o�, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and



embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his older son was in the �eld, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And
he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my
friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened
calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was �tting to
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

Luke 15:1-32

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

King of Kings

BENEDICTION

13 May the God of hope �ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of



who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer Requests: text hopeprayers to 94000 if you would like to send us your prayer requests.

LIFE TOGETHER

Women’s Dinner: All women are invited to join us for an evening of food and fellowship. We will meet inside the
Worship Hall on April 2nd from 7-9pm. This event is free of charge but please register by March 27th so we can
order food. Friends, co-workers, and neighbors are invited too. A link to register can be found at
hopechurchws.org/womensdinner.

Easter Celebration: Join us on Palm Sunday, April 10th, between the services for an Easter celebration! We will have
an Easter egg hunt for kids and brunch for everyone! Festivities will take place from 10:15-10:50am.

Sunday School: We will not have Sunday school on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday, April 10th and 17th.

Men’s Retreat: Join us for a Men’s Retreat at Montreat Conference Center (Montreat, NC) from April 29 - May 1.
Accommodations are hotel style (single rooms available upon request). Our speaker will be Rev. Tim Melton, pastor
and counselor. The weekend will include worship, small groups, free time activities, and good food and drink. Friends
and co-workers are welcome to join us! Cost is $100 and includes accommodations and meals. Register at
hopechurchws.org/mensretreat.

The Edge Conference - June 20-24: Middle schoolers, join us at The Edge Conference from June 20-24 on Lookout
Mountain, GA this summer! It's a gospel-centered week of fun activities and worship! Registration is now open and
the cost is $450 per person, but scholarships are available! We only have 8 spots available for students and they are �rst
come �rst serve. More information and a link to register can be found at hopechurchws.org/edge.

Experience Strength and Hope Al-Anon Group: Thursday evenings, 7:00-8:00pm, in the middle school room.
Al‑Anon is a mutual support program for people whose lives have been a�ected by someone else’s drinking. Al-Anon
is not a ministry of Hope church, but is open to anyone who may bene�t from the program. If you have any questions
please contact Hal Roach, 661-210-5183.

5 Love Languages Marriage Conference: On Saturday, April 2nd, at Calvary Baptist Church, author/pastor Gary
Chapman is leading a one-day conference "on breaking unhealthy patterns and choosing to develop a more intimate,
happy marriage." Cost is $59 per couple, and Hope Church is happy to supplement the cost if �nances are an issue. For
more information and to register, go to https://is.gd/jBAfk3.

____________________________________________________________________________



FINANCIAL STANDING AS OF March 21, 2022

Actual Budget Di�erence

Tithes & O�erings $175,227 $199,870 $ (24,643) -12.33%

Expenses $209,941 $236,313 $ (26,372) -11.16%

Surplus (De�cit) $ (34,714) $ (36,443) $ 1,729

Annual Ministry Budget: $978,000


