
Life Groups @ Hope Winter/Spring 2022

Luke: Journey to Jerusalem

“The Wide Mercy of the Narrow Door”

Luke 13:22-35

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom

God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’ All that are in Hell, choose it. Without that self-choice there could be no

Hell. No soul that seriously and constantly desires joy will ever miss it. Those who seek find. To those who

knock it is opened.”

C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce,

“I willingly believe that the damned are, in one sense, successful, rebels to the end; that the doors of hell are

locked on the inside.”

C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain

“No evangelical, I think, need hesitate to admit that in his heart of hearts he would like universalism to be true.

Who can take pleasure in the thought of people being eternally lost? If you want to see folk damned, there is

something wrong with you! Universalism is thus a comfortable doctrine in a way that alternatives are not. But

wishful thinking, based on a craving for comfort and a reluctance to believe that some of God’s truth might be

tragic, is no sure index of reality.”

J.I. Packer

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Do you have

unanswered questions about the passage?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ The conversation with Jesus begins with the question of verse 23.

○ What do you think motivated that question? Have you ever wondered why the Kingdom does

seem to create a bigger splash and elicit more response?

○ Why doesn’t Jesus answer the question? Is that frustrating?

➢ In John’s Gospel, Jesus teaches that he is the door of the sheep (John 10: 7-10).

○ What is the comfort of knowing that there is a doorway to restored relationship with God and a

door out of the evil and brokenness of this world?

○ What is the effect of Jesus, the Door, standing in the presence of the crowd, pleading with them

to enter through the door to restored relationship and renewed humanity?

➢ Jesus does not sugarcoat or hide the narrow nature of the door. He leads with it

○ How does the common complaint of Christianity being narrow and too exclusive land with you?

What different forms that charge take in the world around you? How do you begin to answer

that complaint?

➢ At the heart of the exclusion from the Master of the house (v.25) and Jesus himself (v.34-35) is the

issue of willingness.

○ What is the contrast between the longing of Jesus to gather his people to himself and the

stubborn unwillingness of his people?

○ In verse 27, the unwillingness is characterized as “evil”. Why does ambivalence and casual

relationship to Jesus rise to the level of “evil”?

○ What do you make of C.S. Lewis’ writing about the nature of separation from God in this

regard?

➢ What is the comfort of Jesus opening the door to salvation for us?

○ Why does that both demand urgency and a personal response?


