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“The most fantastic of all Christian claims is thot Jesus Christ rose from the dead. It strains our credulity to the limit.
Human beings have tried with all possible ingenuity both to defy and to deny death. But only Christ has claimed to
conquer it, that is, to defeat it in his own experience, and, to deprive it of its power over others.”

John Stott

“I �nd that Holy Week is draining; no matter how many times I have lived through his cruci�xion, my anxiety about
his resurrection is undiminished – I am terri�ed that, this year, it won’t happen; that, that year, it didn’t. Anyone can
be sentimental about the Nativity; any fool can feel like a Christian at Christmas. But Easter is the main event; if you
don’t believe in the resurrection, you’re not a believer.”

John Irving, A Prayer for Owen Meany

“Make no mistake: if He rose at all
it was as His body;
if the cells’ dissolution did not reverse, the molecules
reknit, the amino acids rekindle,
the Church will fall . . .

Let us not mock God with metaphor,
analogy, sidestepping, transcendence;
making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the
faded credulity of earlier ages:
let us walk through the door.”

John Updike

CALL TO WORSHIP

The Lord is my strength and my song;
he has become my salvation.

Shouts of joy and victory
resound in the tents of the righteous:

“The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!
The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;
the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!”

I will not die but live,
and will proclaim what the Lord has done.

Psalm 118:14-17

Christ the Lord is Risen Today

In Christ Alone

CALL TO CONFESSION



Confession of Sin
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and death. We confess that we remain
captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. If, at times, we deny you, God forgive. When the risks
of discipleship and witnessing are high, and we are nowhere to be found: God forgive. When we wash our hands of
responsibility: God forgive. Lord, bring new life where we are worn and tired; new love where we have turned
hard-hearted; and the freedom of your Holy Spirit where we are prisoners of ourselves. In the name of Jesus, the Risen
One, we pray. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
13 You, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your �esh, God made alive together with him,
having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This
he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

Colossians 2:13-14

Before the Throne of God Above

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

*3-year-old children are dismissed for their worship class. (9am only)

Welcome and Prayers of the People

O�ering & Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings �ow / Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts / Praise father, son, and holy ghost

Life Together                                                                                                                                        David Speakman

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“The Living from the Dead” David Speakman

1 But on the �rst day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they
found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not �nd the body of the Lord Jesus.
4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were
frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?
6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of sinful men and be cruci�ed and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words,
9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene
and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles,
11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb;
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.

Luke 24:1-12

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God



THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Living Hope

BENEDICTION

13 May the God of hope �ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer Requests: text hopeprayers to 94000 if you would like to send us your prayer requests.



LIFE TOGETHER

Forum on Faith and Culture: This year’s conference promises to be one of the best yet, as author Andy Crouch will
be teaching on “Reclaiming Relationships in a Digital World.” The forum will be on April 22-23 at First Presbyterian
Church, Winston-Salem. See faithandculturewsnc.org for more information.

Men’s Retreat: Join us for a Men’s Retreat at Montreat Conference Center (Montreat, NC) from April 29 - May 1.
Accommodations are hotel style (single rooms available upon request). Our speaker will be Rev. Tim Melton, pastor
and counselor. The weekend will include worship, small groups, free time activities, and good food and drink. Friends
and co-workers are welcome to join us! Cost is $100 and includes accommodations and meals. Register at
hopechurchws.org/mensretreat.

The Edge Conference - June 20-24: Middle schoolers, join us at The Edge Conference from June 20-24 on Lookout
Mountain, GA this summer! It's a gospel-centered week of fun activities and worship! Registration is now open and
the cost is $450 per person, but scholarships are available! We only have 8 spots available for students and they are �rst
come �rst serve. More information and a link to register can be found at hopechurchws.org/edge.

Mother's Day Card Fundraiser! YoungLives, a ministry of Forsyth County Young Life focused on teenage mothers,
is selling cards with original artwork to raise money for these young moms and their babies to attend summer camp.
Cards are appropriate for moms or other amazing women in your life. Each 5x7 card is $7; orders must be placed/paid
for online; the order form is available at forsythcounty.younglife.org/events. The deadline to order is today, April
17th. Distribution details will be emailed to each purchaser. Questions? Call Young Life at 336-725-1750 or email
younglifefc@bellsouth.

Young Life Camp Fundraiser: Spring Work Day Camp Fundraiser is back on Saturday, April 23rd! Help us send
kids to camp and get your spring project done, too. Call or email TJ Sigler with any questions, 937-405-7538 or
tjsigler7@gmail.com. Signup at t.e2ma.net/click/0f5dnf/oyj8yn/clhw5u

Marked Men Retreat: Marked Men for Christ is hosting a transformational weekend for men to �nd healing and
restoration for their lives, May 17-19 in Hickory, NC. It helps men rediscover their �rst love and the power of
inexpressible joy. It is being o�ered as a midweek event for those who work on weekends. The cost is $295, and
�nancial assistance is available. Please contact Clyde Godwin at cgodwin@priorityone.org or at 336.575.4489 with
your questions or requests. Go to www.markedmenforchrist.org to register.

MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK

Debbie Harrell Serves in the United States through Serge. Her primary work is to encourage MKs (Missionary Kids)
and TCKs (Third Culture Kids) who live overseas and those who have come to the States for college. She works to
make sure that these young people have the support and community that they need, that the students in the States are
re-adjusting to the culture okay and to make sure that no one is left feeling like they are without community. This is
big and important work! She is also mentoring several missionary teachers serving overseas, was certi�ed to debrief
missionary families and is weekly meeting with 80+ MKs in individual zoom hangouts.

Prayer Requests: For the �rst time since 2016, Serge will be gathering their workers to connect, pray, and meet as a
company - pray for this gathering to go well and pray for Debbie who is organizing all of the volunteer sta�, is
responsible for the curriculum for TCKs, and will be meeting with each family to provide additional support. Pray for
all of the details to come together and for the safety of all the volunteers and workers. Debbie continues to raise

http://faithandculturewsnc.org
http://www.markedmenforchrist.org/


support - pray that God would continue to provide and that Debbie would turn daily to Jesus for wisdom and
comfort. Finally, pray for Debbie’s daughter, Sarah, who is moving to Greenville to �nish her graduate degree,
internship and clinical placement, and for Debbie’s husband, Jason, who works in the medical �eld.

Contact: dharrell@serge.org

FINANCIAL STANDING AS OF APRIL 11, 2022

Actual Budget Di�erence

Tithes & O�erings $235,709 $256,979 $ (21,270) -8.28%

Expenses $237,331 $269,503 $ (32,172) -11.94%

Surplus (De�cit) $ (1,622) $ (12,524) $ 10,902

Annual Ministry Budget: $978,000


