
Life Groups @ Hope Winter/Spring 2022

Luke: Journey to Jerusalem

“The Measure of a King”

Luke 19:28-44

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your king is coming to you;

righteous and having salvation is he,

humble and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

and the war horse from Jerusalem;

and the battle bow shall be cut off,

and he shall speak peace to the nations;

his rule shall be from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.” - Zechariah 9: 9-10

“Jesus bursts into tears . . . in them is distilled an eternity of grief. And although we know something

of the brimming surface of those tears, we know nothing of the depths  from which they are drawn.

Nothing of the pain that lies at the watery depths of his heart. Nothing of the sorrow. Or of the

sadness . . . He is going to his death. A horrible, shameful, humiliating death. He knows the pain will

be unbearable . . . He knows the blessings outside the gate will turn to curses within. He knows the

hands of praise will become fists of punishment. He knows the reverently placed palms will become a

mocking reed scepter. But knowing all of this, Jesus does not weep for himself. He weeps for

Jerusalem.” - Ken Gire

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Do you have

unanswered questions about the passage?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ What were some of the common expectations for the Messiah in Jesus’ day?

○ Why were they a threat to the actual ministry of Jesus and needing correction?

○ Name some of the common expectations for the way our culture expects God to act.

○ How do these ideals distract from or complicate the ministry of the Gospel?

➢ What do you make of the deliberate, self-conscious portrayal of kingship that Jesus engages

in this passage?

○ What are some features of his staging and correcting the harmful views?

➢ The clash between the ideal Jesus and the actual Jesus is not limited to the time and people

of Jesus’ day. We still struggle in the same ways.

○ When have you faced the disappointment, anger, confusion, or disillusionment of your

ideal of Jesus not being honored by the authentic Jesus? How did you reconcile the

two?

➢ We serve a God who weeps, who offers peace, and who visits us with saving grace.

○ Can you believe in a God like that?

○ Can you commend this God to others?


