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“Aslan had stopped and turned and stood facing them, looking so majestic that they felt as glad as anyone can who feels
afraid, and as afraid as anyone can who feels glad . . . A mad chase began. Round and round the hill-top he led them,
now hopelessly out of their reach, now letting them almost catch his tail, now diving between them, now tossing them
in the air with his huge and beautifully velveted paws and catching them again, and now stopping unexpectedly so that
all three of them rolled over together in a happy laughing heap of fur and arms and legs. It was such a romp as no one
has ever had except in Narnia; and whether it was more like playing with a thunderstorm or playing with a kitten Lucy
could never make up her mind . . .Terrible paws, if he did not know how to velvet them.”

CS Lewis, describing Aslan in the Chronicles of Narnia

“The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about God that are not worthy of him.”
AW Tozer

“Who do you say that I am?”
Jesus, Matthew 16:15

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
All: Let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us

Leader: Looking to Jesus,
All: The founder and perfecter of our faith,

Leader: Who for the joy that was set before Him
All: Endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2

Come Christians Join to Sing

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of Sin
We confess to You, gracious God, that too often we look on Your law as a burden, not a gift; an inconvenience, not a
blessing. Speak to us, and reveal through Your word the wrongness of our sin and the good news of Your love through
the Gospel. Turn us around, Redeemer, and do not let our sins and fears have dominion over us. Forgive us and dwell
within us, that we might know You and love You, even as we are loved and known. Amen.

Silent Confession



Assurance of Pardon
1 Therefore, since we have been justi�ed by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through
him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in [the] hope of the glory of
God.

Romans 5:1-2

Let Me Find Thee

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

*Children are dismissed for worship class. (8:30am)

Missions Moment

Welcome and Prayers of the People

O�ering & Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings �ow / Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts / Praise father, son, and holy ghost

Life Together                                                                                                                                        David Speakman

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“Merciful and Mighty” David Speakman

9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was
on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the
Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the
seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to
Laodicea.”

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the
midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The
hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a �ame of �re, 15 his feet were like burnished
bronze, re�ned in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from
his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the �rst
and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.
19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 20 As for the
mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels
of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Revelation 1:9-20

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God



THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Holy, Holy, Holy

BENEDICTION

13 May the God of hope �ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer Requests: Fill out the online prayer card at https://bit.ly/3BkKMis.

https://bit.ly/3BkKMis


LIFE TOGETHER
Hope Kids Connection

Traditional classroom Sunday School will begin this Sunday at 10:00am. Look for the �ier that came home
last week and the signs throughout the building  for classroom locations.

Memory Verse: This month's memory verse is: “Rejoice in the Lord Always.” Philippians 4:4 Rejoice Song

Worship Classes: Worship Classes for ages 3-Kindergarten will occur every week in the �rst service.

Playground and Pizza Party: Come join us at Hope’s playground for a Playground Pizza party on September
30th at 5:30pm. Bring the tikes with their bikes and scooters. We’ll provide pizza and have a safe place for the kids
to ride around. Please RSVP by Sept 28th. hopechurchws.org/pizza

Hope Kids Worship - October 9th: Children ages 3-4th grade are welcome to join us for our �rst Hope Kids
Worship. We will gather in the lobby, after the passing of the peace, during the �rst service. Then we will go
upstairs for a special time �lled with singing worship songs, getting to know one another, and learning Biblical
truths.

Preschool Sunday School Assistant Substitute Openings: Please let me know if you are available to help as an
assistant in our Preschool Sunday School classes. You would truly just be assisting the teacher. I'd love our
teachers to have one or two more names on the substitute list, for when unexpected con�icts arise.

Men's Downtown Lunch Meetup: Thursday, September 22nd, 12:00-1:15pm, Yamas on 4th Street. Come join us
for an informal gathering at Yamas. Arrive anytime, get in line and purchase your lunch, and then grab a seat for a
relaxed time to connect with other men at Hope. Friends and co-workers are welcome!

Heart to Heart: A Marriage Enrichment Weekend: October 14th (7:00-9:30pm) - October 15th
(9:00am-4:00pm) at Hope Church. Register here for Heart to Heart, a course led by The Barnabas Center counselors,
Ben Jones and Kristin Leathers. It is structured to teach Biblical truths that can be inserted in practical ways into
relationships and is presented in story-�lled lectures designed to set up guided conversations between husband and wife
afterwards. Cost is $140.00 per couple, but �nancial assistance is available upon request. Childcare is also available
during the Saturday sessions.

MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK

Young Life is a Ministry created to help “young people experience life as God designed it to be lived.” They have the
opportunity to impact the lives of students who are high school-college age, but it is an impact that lasts beyond these
young years. They have found that the majority of young people who take part say that the ministry plays a big part in
shaping and encouraging their faith.

Prayer Requests: Young Life is so encouraged by the great “Leader Weekend” they had recently and is praising God
for their continued and growing favor with Forsyth County schools! Pray for all of the leaders, volunteers, and students
as Young Life gets restarted this school year; pray that the leaders and students would quickly connect and start to
build deeper relationships. Young Life Forsyth County is still looking for �ve table hosts for their Fall Fundraising
Banquet (in October), pray that God would provide the table hosts needed, the plans and preparations would come
together smoothly, and that they would meet their fundraising goals. Join Young Life in praying that God would bring
them the volunteers and they need for each of their ministry support teams. Finally, pray that God would encourage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56csd5_NleE
https://hopechurchws.org/pizza
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/heart-to-heart-marriage-weekend-oct-14-15-2022-registration-399672871317


their sta�, give them the strength and energy they need to do the job well, and for Christ to stay the center of all they
do.

Contact: younglifefc@bellsouth.net

FINANCIAL STANDING AS OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2022

Actual Budget Di�erence

Tithes & O�erings $615,592 $624,049 $ (8,457) -1.36%

Expenses $631,428 $678,722 $ (47,294) -6.97%

Surplus (De�cit) $ (15,836) $ (54,673) $ 38,837

Annual Ministry Budget: $978,000

mailto:younglifefc@bellsouth.net

