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“We tend to think that sorrow and despair are more authentic and real than celebration and joy. The last thing we want
to be—or be seen as—is happy-clappy. ... Joy is not 'toxic positivity.' It does not insist that we pretend things are better
than they are. It does not refuse to face grief or sorrow. But it does say that they are not all there is and that they are not
all that needs to be faced.”

Tish Harrison Warren, “How to Cultivate Joy Even When It Feels in Short Supply”

“It is more blessed to give than to receive—that’s true. But for needy adults, who in this respect are like sick infants,
something of value must be received before anything of value can be given. Receiving always precedes giving. And that
never changes. We never outgrow our need to receive. It’s a beautiful thing to witness the humility that receives.”

Larry Crabb, Shattered Dreams: God’s Unexpected Path to Joy

“Joy is always all-encompassing; there is nothing of us left over to hate with or to be afraid with, to feel guilty with or to
be sel�sh about. Joy is where the whole being is pointed in one direction, and it is something that by its nature a man
never hoards but always wants to share. The second thing is that joy is a mystery because it can happen anywhere,
anytime, even under the most unpromising circumstances, even in the midst of su�ering, with tears in its eyes. Even
nailed to a tree.”

Frederick Buechner, The Hungering Dark

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who
brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion,

All: “Our God reigns.”

Leader: The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voices;

All: Together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth together
into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed
Jerusalem.

From Isaiah 52

Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me

Lord I Need You

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of Sin
Merciful God, for the things that we have done that we regret, forgive us; for the things that we have failed to do that
we regret, forgive us; for all the times we have acted without love, forgive us; for all the times we have reacted without
thought, forgive us; for all the times we have withdrawn care, forgive us; for all the times we have failed to forgive,



forgive us. For hurtful words and helpful words unsaid, for un�nished tasks and unful�lled hopes, God of all time,
forgive us and help us to lay down the burden of regret. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds
you have been healed.

1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 2:24

It Is Well With My Soul

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

*Children are dismissed for worship class.

Welcome and Prayers of the People

O�ering & Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings �ow / Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts / Praise father, son, and holy ghost

Life Together                                                                                                                                               Ethan Smith

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“The Recipe for Joy” Ethan Smith

10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned
for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever
situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through
him who strengthens me.

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the
gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only.
16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit
that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant o�ering, a sacri�ce acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory forever
and ever. Amen.

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you, especially those
of Caesar's household.



23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
Philippians 4:10-23

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

All Must Be Well

BENEDICTION

13 May the God of hope �ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer Requests: Fill out the online prayer card at https://bit.ly/3BkKMis.

https://bit.ly/3BkKMis


LIFE TOGETHER
Hope Kids Connection

Sunday School for all ages starts Sept 11th.: On the 11th, please meet Ms. Lisa in the lobby at 10:00 for a
guided Sunday School Scavenger Hunt. Parents are welcome but not required. Traditional classroom Sunday
School will begin Sept. 18th at 10:00. Look for the �yer that will come home and the signs throughout the
building  for classroom locations.

Memory Verse: This month's memory verse is: “Rejoice in the Lord Always.” Philippians 4:4 Rejoice Song

Worship Classes: This Sunday we will begin having Worship Classes for ages 3- Kindergarten every week.

Volunteers Welcome: If you are interested in assisting with either Sunday school or worship classes for preschool
through 5th grade age children, please contact Lisa Applegate at children@hopechurchws.org. We would love to
add you to our team.

Adult Sunday School: Our theme for Fall 2022 will be "Sexual Sanity." We'll dive into what the Scripture teaches
about how we were made and what true human �ourishing looks like in a world �lled with sin, confusion, and doubts
about God's good design. Topics will include singleness and marriage, sex and pornography, and LGBTQ issues. The
goal is to �rst and foremost look at what the Scriptures teach but then to also interact with the content through Q&A
and table discussions. If you have any questions, please email Ethan Smith at esmith@hopechurchws.org.

All Youth & Families Fall Kick-O�: High school and middle school students, bring your families and join us as we
kick-o� the student ministry for the fall at 5pm on Sunday, September 11th at Hope! We'll enjoy some Chipotle on the
lawn (please bring lawn chairs if you have some) and Davis will recognize our new 6th graders, 9th graders, and seniors.
Then, we'll have a blast and get messy with an Ice Cream Olympics - a series of games and races involving ice cream!
Don't worry, parents - we'll also wash o� with some water based games. Be sure to wear clothes that can get messy and a
towel. There will also be games like cornhole, spikeball, etc if you'd prefer not to take part in the Olympics. It's going
to be a blast so we hope to see you there!

Women’s Bible Studies: We have multiple Bible Studies beginning in September!
1. We will be o�ering two opportunities for women to study the Book of Hebrews. You may join us on Tuesday

evenings at 7:00pm in the Multi Purpose Room or on Wednesday mornings at 9:30am in the Worship Center.
Childcare will be available on Wednesday mornings so please indicate your need for childcare when you
register. Our registration deadline is Wednesday, September 7th.

2. Our Wednesday Evening Study will be reading Ruth & Esther (LifeChange) by The Navigators. Meetings
will begin on September 14th, 7:00-8:30pm, in various homes. Please register on the website or Church Center
App.

Men’s Cohorts: All men (18+) are welcome to join a weekly cohort, where we will spend part of the time connecting
and part of the time studying the book of Hebrews. Multiple days and times are available. Please let us know when you
can meet, and we’ll do our best to get you in a group. Meetings will begin the week of September 11. Register on the
website or the Church Center App.

Life Groups: Life Groups are smaller communities (typically 12-15 adults) made up of members, regular attenders,
and friends of Hope. They’re one of the primary ways folks at Hope can meet regularly to make friends, share

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56csd5_NleE
mailto:esmith@hopechurchws.org


struggles, and learn how to follow Jesus together. If you’re interested in joining a group, you can contact Anna
(connections@hopechurchws.org) or register on our website or through the Church Center app.

Young Adults Life Group: Join us for dinner, fellowship, and a Bible Study every other Wednesday evening from
6-8:30pm at Anna Otto’s house. Contact Anna at connections@hopechurchws.org for the next meeting date and her
address.

Discovering Hope: This is our course on what it means to follow Jesus and participate as a member of a local church,
and it is the next step for those who wish to become a member of Hope Church. Our next class o�ering will be:
September 16-17th, a weekend version where we will cover everything in a Friday evening (7:30-9pm) and Saturday
morning (9-11:30am). A link to register can be found at hopechurchws.org/DH.

Worship Team Needs Volunteers: The worship ministry is expanding! Hope Church members and attendees are
invited to contact Connor May Kelly at music@hopechurchws.org to discuss joining our regular roster of volunteers.
Pianists are especially sought after!

Church Center App: This is the easiest way to stay up-to-date on events and activities at Hope, update your contact
information, or check your kids into children's ministry or nursery before you even arrive! Just use your smart phone
app store to search for “Church Center App.” Download it, register an account, select Hope Presbyterian Church, and
you're all set! Just let Ethan know if you need help setting it up (esmith@hopechurchws.org).

MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK

Debbie Harrell serves in the United States as the Third Culture Kid (TCK) Resource Team Leader for Serge
Ministries. Her primary work is to encourage MKs (Missionary Kids) and TCKs (Third Culture Kids) who live
overseas and those who have come to the States for college. She works to make sure that these young people have the
support and community that they need, that the students in the States are re-adjusting to the culture okay and to make
sure that no one is left feeling like they are without community. This is big and important work! She is also mentoring
several missionary teachers serving overseas, was certi�ed to debrief missionary families and is weekly meeting with 80+
MKs in individual zoom hangouts.

Prayer Requests: A huge praise is that the Serge conference held in June was a big success (~700 Serge workers
gathered, 217 of which were TCKs). Join with Debbie in praying for the college TCKs who are settling into school
away from home, pray that their transition would go smoothly and that Debbie would know how best to support
them. Pray for all of the TCKs as they start another school year, whether away from their family or at home, pray for
Debbie to know how best to support the students and their families. Pray that her meetings with TCKs would go
really well and that the students would be able to express their felt needs and connect well with Debbie. Additionally,
Debbie asks that we pray for her and her team and that she would know how best to lead and care for her team, and
that she would truly lean on Jesus throughout the process. Debbie has been asked to lead a teaching and childcare team
at the upcoming Church Planting Institute in Japan - please pray for the conference, the volunteers, and fundraising.

Contact: DHarrell@serge.org

FINANCIAL STANDING AS OF AUGUST 29, 2022

Actual Budget Di�erence

mailto:connections@hopechurchws.org
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Tithes & O�erings $584,953 $583,865 $ 1,088 0.19%

Expenses $606,393 $652,890 $ (46,497) -7.12%

Surplus (De�cit) $ (21,440) $ (69,025) $ 47,585

Annual Ministry Budget: $978,000


