
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2022

Revelation: Unveiled Hope

“Memento Mori”

Revelation 2:8-11

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“We have incredible powers of self-deception and denial. Jesus sees and knows the truth about us

that we most need to know. And because he loves us and is bent on blessing us, he is willing to tell us

the truth, even though it might be uncomfortable for us to hear.” — Nancy Guthrie, Blessed

“The creative action of the Christian’s life is to prepare his death in Christ.”

— Flannery O'Connor, Memoir of Mary Ann

“What’s lost is nothing to what’s found, and all the death that ever was, set next to life, would

scarcely fill a cup.” — Frederick Buechner, Godric

“One of the main ways we move from abstract knowledge about God to a personal encounter with him

as a living reality is through the furnace of affliction. ... While other worldviews lead us to sit in the

midst of life’s joys, foreseeing the coming sorrows, Christianity empowers its people to sit in the midst

of this world’s sorrows, tasting the coming joy.”

— Tim Keller, Walking with God through Pain and Suffering

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ How can something as simple as memento mori (“remember your death”) give us a realistic

assessment of the present but also a tremendous hope for the future and courage to face

whatever may come?

○ Is there something else that has helped you remember the reality of death and the

hope of the resurrection?

➢ If you’re able, tell about a time where you experienced what Tim Keller calls “the furnace of

affliction.”

○ What was the situation?

○ How did you make it through?

○ Looking back, what have you learned about yourself and God?

➢ When have you felt scorned for your faith in Christ—at work or school, out in the world,

amongst friends or members of your family?

○ How did you handle it?

○ What kind of encouragement do we receive from the gospel when we are up against

this kind of opposition?

➢ Although physical persecution doesn’t feel like an imminent threat for us in America, why is

it important to remember those around the world who are facing such danger?

○ Do you know any friends, family members, or missionary partners in such a situation

who we can pray for now?


