
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2022

Revelation: Unveiled Hope

“Merciful and Mighty”

Revelation 1:9-20

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“Aslan had stopped and turned and stood facing them, looking so majestic that they felt as glad as

anyone can who feels afraid, and as afraid as anyone can who feels glad . . . A mad chase began.

Round and round the hill-top he led them, now hopelessly out of their reach, now letting them almost

catch his tail, now diving between them, now tossing them in the air with his huge and beautifully

velveted paws and catching them again, and now stopping unexpectedly so that all three of them

rolled over together in a happy laughing heap of fur and arms and legs. It was such a romp as no one

has ever had except in Narnia; and whether it was more like playing with a thunderstorm or playing

with a kitten Lucy could never make up her mind . . .Terrible paws, if he did not know how to velvet

them.” - CS Lewis, describing Aslan in the Chronicles of Narnia

“The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about God that are not worthy of him.” - AW

Tozer

“Who do you say that I am?” - Jesus, Matthew 16:15

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ If someone were to ask you to describe Jesus (who He is, what He has done, what He is

doing), what would you say? How would your response compare to John’s vision and

testimony?

➢ “In this startling vision, true loveliness is revealed.” How can a vision that is so unusual and

startling reveal true loveliness? Is this an attractive portrait for believers? unbelievers?  What

is unnerving and inviting about this portrait? What is frightening and calming? How is he a

comfort and a threat?

➢ At the Last Supper, John casually reclined next to Jesus (Jn 13:23-25).  In verse 17, he fell

down at the feet of Jesus “as though dead”. Why the different response? Is this the same

Jesus? How would you describe Jesus’ affection for John at the Last Supper and on the

island of Patmos?

➢ Do you want Jesus to look at you (your marriage, your work, your bank register, your

drinking habits, your attitude) with these eyes, speak to you with this voice, out of this

mouth?

➢ Does this vision prompt you to worship, to be awed before the reality of who Christ is?

➢ What is the comfort of Christ’s actions and words in v. 17-18? Why include the detail of

Christ’s right hand? (Exodus 15:6; Psalm 17:7; 18:35)

➢ How does this reoriented view of Jesus help with patient endurance and working for the

kingdom?


