
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2022

Revelation: Unveiled Hope

“Love to the Loveless Shown”

Revelation 2:1-7

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“A church can become crowded with legitimate causes, concerns, and needs. And it can be hard to

find Jesus.” - Ray Ortlund

“There have been men before now who got so interested in proving the existence of God that they

came to care nothing for God Himself ... as if the good Lord had nothing to do but exist! There have

been some who were so occupied in spreading Christianity that they never gave a thought to Christ.

Man! Ye see it in smaller matters. Did ye never know a lover of books that with all his first editions

and signed copies had lost the power to read them? Or an organizer of charities that had lost all love

for the poor? It is the subtlest of all the snares.” - C.S. Lewis

“We love because he first loved us.” - 1 John 4:19

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ How would you respond to Ray Ortlund’s remark that “it can be hard to find Jesus”?

○ What prevents you from finding Jesus?

○ What prevents you from making much of Jesus?

○ On the other hand, what is helping? Where are you finding Jesus in the midst of the

crowd of legitimate causes, concerns, and needs?

➢ Have you ever sensed a disconnect between your activity for Christ and your love for Christ?

○ How did you arrive at that disconnect?

○ What awakened you to it?

➢ What do you make of Jesus’ commendations for the Ephesian church?

○ Which of the three are alive and well in your own life and in the life of our church?

○ Which of the three do you want to mature in? Why? How?

➢ Jesus’ censure of the Ephesians is weighty and pointed.

○ Why is a loveless faithfulness to Jesus not only an impoverished way to be a Christian

but ultimately a disastrous way to be a Christian?

○ What is the effect and intent of Jesus’ warning?

➢ How do we recover the love that is so easily abandoned?

➢ Is repentance truly an experience for you of finding the love of Jesus for the loveless and

unlovely?

○ What gets in the way of you experiencing the truth and grace of Jesus through

repentance?

➢ What does the invitation to enjoy God instead of simply being busy for God awaken in you?


