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“There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s Sovereignty. Under the most adverse
circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their a�ictions, that Sovereignty
overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all.”

Charles Spurgeon

“A great mystery: to redeem our brokenness and lovelessness the God who su�ers with us did not strike some mighty
blow of power but sent his beloved son to su�er like us and through his su�ering to redeem us from su�ering and evil.
Instead of explaining our su�ering God shares it.”

Nicholas Wolterstor�

“Jesus has many who love his kingdom in heaven, but few who bear his cross. He has many who desire comfort, but
few who desire su�ering. He �nds many to share his feast, but few his fasting. All desire to rejoice with him, but few are
willing to su�er for his sake. Many follow Jesus to the breaking of bread, but few to the drinking of the cup of his
passion. Many admire his miracles, but few follow him in the humiliation of the cross.”

Thomas à Kempis, The Imitation of Christ

CALL TO WORSHIP

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake I have su�ered the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith.

Philippians 3:7-9

Fairest Lord Jesus

Christ Our Hope in Life and Death

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of Sin
O Lord, You who are all merciful, take away the veil of my heart. Forgive me of my sins, which are many, and cast them
far from me. Enkindle within the darkness of my wandering the �re of Your Holy Spirit. Take away this heart of stone
from me and give me a living heart — a heart of �esh and blood — a heart to worship and adore You. As You turn me,
teach me now to delight in You, to love You, and please You, for Christ Jesus' sake. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
[Jesus, speaking to Martha,] said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?

John 11:25-26



Rock of Ages

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

*Children are dismissed for worship class. (8:30am)

Welcome and Prayers of the People

O�ering & Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings �ow / Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts / Praise father, son, and holy ghost

Life Together                                                                                                                                        David Speakman

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“Under the Sword” David Speakman

12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.

13 “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in
the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things
against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before
the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacri�ced to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15 So also you have some
who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them
with the sword of my mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the
stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.’”

Revelation 2:12-17

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

All Must Be Well



BENEDICTION
13 May the God of hope �ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer Requests: Fill out the online prayer card at https://bit.ly/3BkKMis.

LIFE TOGETHER

Flood Buckets, this Sunday, October 9th, right after the early service! Over the past couple of months, the
deacons have been gathering supplies needed for the �ood buckets, and we are going to be assembling 100 buckets on
Sunday, October 9th, immediately after the early service and before Sunday School starts. This is an activity that
people of all ages can participate in, so if you are interested, plan on joining us. No sign-up is necessary—just show up.

October Clemmons Food Pantry Drive: Throughout the month of October Hope Church will be holding a food
drive for the Clemmons Food Pantry. Children, students, and adults of all ages are invited to bring their items to be
dropped o� in donation bins, located near the Children's snack tables upstairs and downstairs near the church o�ce,
before Sunday School. The donations will be stored at Hope, and our children will help sort them at their service
project during the �rst service’s Worship Class time on October 30th. Each week will have a "theme" and families are
encouraged to bring one item per family:

● October 2 - Peanut Butter and/or Jelly
● October 9 - Rice and/or pasta
● October 16 - Snack bars
● October 23 - Cake or mu�n mix

https://bit.ly/3BkKMis


Men's Downtown Lunch Meetup: Thursday, October 20th, 12-1:15pm, Yamas on 4th Street. Come join us for an
informal gathering at Yamas. Arrive anytime, get in line and purchase your lunch, and then grab a seat for a relaxed
time to connect with other men at Hope. Friends and co-workers welcome!

Hope Kids Connection
Hope Kids Worship - October 9th: Children ages 3-4th grade are welcome to join us for our �rst Hope Kids
Worship. We will gather in the lobby, after the passing of the peace, during the �rst service. Then we will go
upstairs for a special time �lled with singing worship songs, getting to know one another, and learning Biblical
truths.

NEW Memory Verse: October's Memory Verse is Psalms 118:24 Sing it! This is the Day Psalms 118:24

5th Sunday Outreach Project: Hope Kids will gather together for our 5th Sunday Outreach Project on October
30th, during the �rst service, to organize and sort the donations for the Clemmons Food Pantry.

Hope Church Fall Festival: Join us October 23rd, 5-7pm for our Fall Fest! We will have dinner, Fall themed games,
and dessert provided by Pelican Sno Cones!

First Wednesday Fellowship: Thank you to everyone who joined us for our �rst ever First Wednesday Fellowship!
We are very excited to see how God will use this fellowship opportunity and look forward to seeing everyone for our
second dinner on November 2nd, 5-7pm!

Healing Service - November 2nd at 7:30pm: The simple aim of the Healing Service is to make room for folks in
need of healing to be prayed for. Bring your own needs. Bring the burden of someone you love. Bring your exhaustion
and hopelessness. Bring your longing for Jesus to meet you and help you. If you have any questions, contact David
Speakman for more information.

Women’s Dinner: Join us for Dinner on Saturday, November 5th, 6-8pm at the home of Beth Chen. This will be an
opportunity to connect with other women and hear some of our own Hope women share about an "Ebenezer"
moment in their life where they clearly saw God's presence and faithfulness to them. Registration deadline is October
30th. hopechurchws.org/womensdinner

Nanny Needed: Jessica & Richard Bell are looking for someone to care for Alice (age 3) 2-3 afternoons a week, and
possibly pick up Lily (4th grade) from school as well. For more information, please contact Jessica at 336-765-5776 or
jessicaLbell@gmail.com.

The 2022 Ardmore RAH needs 59 volunteers! This annual Fun Run/5K/10K hosted at Redeemer Presbyterian in
Ardmore helps �ght food insecurity in our city by contributing all race proceeds to the Second Harvest Food Bank.
The biggest need is intersection volunteers, but they also need people to help set up and tear down on race day. Grab a
friend and come help! You can sign up here or email ardmorerahvolunteers@gmail.com.

MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK

Gary and Robin Alward have continued serving through Campus Outreach since returning from Thailand in 2020.
Transitioning to life in America has been di�cult (especially transitioning during Covid) but they feel con�dent that
they are where God wants them to be right now. Gary continues to work as the Indigenous Resources Director and
does a lot of the behind the scenes work.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cccJhMVFrLs
mailto:dspeakman@hopechurchws.org
mailto:dspeakman@hopechurchws.org
https://hopechurchws.org/womensdinner/
mailto:jessicaLbell@gmail.com
https://redeemerardmore.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8eb9d6bd236b41c4e658d812c&id=cbb308e602&e=737b5b7742


Prayer Requests: Gary and Robin are grateful that the States are starting to feel more and more like home and life is
feeling more settled. Last month Gary was able to travel to Africa to be a part of a sta� training conference - praise God
for the great trip and conference! Pray for Gary and Robin as they head to Thailand this month - pray that they would
have a good connection with former teammates and sta�. They also ask that we would pray for wisdom for them as
they navigate parenting their kids (ages 16-22).

Contact: robin.alward@campusoutreach.org

FINANCIAL STANDING AS OF OCTOBER 3, 2022

Actual Budget Di�erence

Tithes & O�erings $682,384 $679,261 $ 3,123 0.46%

Expenses $695,316 $742,619 $ (47,303) -6.37%

Surplus (De�cit) $ (12,932) $ (63,358) $ 50,426

Annual Ministry Budget: $978,000

mailto:robin.alward@campusoutreach.org

