
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2022

Revelation: Unveiled Hope

“The Grace of Truth and the Truth of Grace”

Revelation 2:18-29

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“Idols are non-gods and as such are much more congenial to us than God, for we not only have the

pleasure of making them, using our wonderful imaginations and skills in creative ways, but also of

controlling them.  They are gods with all the God taken out so that we can continue to be our own

gods.”

Eugene Peterson

“Nothing could be more cruel than the tenderness that consigns another to his sin. Nothing could be

more compassionate than the severe rebuke that calls a brother back from his sin.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

John 1:14

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ What resonates for you from Jesus’ self-characterization to the church at Thyatira?

○ Which of the three descriptions is most accessible?

○ Which is hardest to relate to?

➢ Jesus commands the sincere believers in Thyatira to “hold fast”. The sermon asserted that

the art of being a Christian who holds fast is toeing the tightrope of holding grace and truth

in tension and balance.

○ How do you see Jesus hold those two realities fast in the passage?

○ Using John 1:14 as a launching point, how does Jesus exemplify grace and truth

throughout his ministry?

○ Where is the tipping point for you into grace-only or truth-only ways of relating to

yourself, the world, others in the church?

➢ Bonhoeffer makes the case that there is a cruel tenderness that ignores sin and a

compassionate rebuke that names sin and calls us back from it.

○ Do you agree?

○ Have you ever experienced the cruel tenderness? The compassionate rebuke?

○ What was it like to be on the giving end or the receiving end of either?

➢ Where do you welcome the eyes of Jesus to see into your life?

○ What would it be like to have these eyes look at your marriage? Your work? Your free

time? Your spending? Your drinking habits? Your rest?

➢ Jesus is commanding a consistent and growing holiness for this church.

○ Is holiness a goal of yours? Is it beautiful to you? Why/why not?


