
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2022

Revelation: Unveiled Hope

“The Grace of Smelling Salts”

Revelation 3:1-6

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping,

eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing

what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your

culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed

from the inside out.”

Eugene Peterson, The Message paraphrase of Romans 12:1-2a

“Come broken and weary, come battered and bruised.

My Jesus makes all things new, all things new.

Come lost and abandoned, come blown by the wind.

He'll bring you back home again, home again.

Rise up, oh you sleeper, awake,

The light of the dawn is upon you.

Rise up, oh you sleeper, awake,

He makes all things new, all things new.”

Andrew Peterson, “All Things New”

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ Can you think of a time where you were unpleasantly roused from your sleep? What were the

circumstances, and what was that experience like? Why does Jesus rouse the church at

Sardis from her sleep? What does he want Sardis (and us) to awaken to?

➢ In Eugene Peterson’s translation of Romans 12:1-2 (above), his paraphrase of the Apostle

Paul seems to be a good summary of Jesus’s charge to Sardis: “Don’t become so

well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.” What are some ways

that we as Christians do this? Can you think of any specific examples in your own life where

you might struggle in this way?

➢ Jesus essentially tells the church at Sardis that they need to be re-gospeled: “Remember,

then, what you received and heard.” Where are some areas in your life where you might need

to be re-gospeled and renewed by the Spirit? (E.g., a life characterized by joy; an authentic

love for others; a vulnerable and repentant heart; a hunger to become more and more like

Jesus; a childlike trust in the goodness and grace of God; a confident hope in the midst of

suffering or disappointment; etc.)

➢ Spend some time praying for one another in these things. Also, take a few moments to share

other prayer concerns.


