
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2022

Revelation: Unveiled Hope

“Under the Sword”

Revelation 2:12-17

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s Sovereignty. Under the most

adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their

afflictions, that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all.”

- Charles Spurgeon

“A great mystery: to redeem our brokenness and lovelessness the God who suffers with us did not

strike some mighty blow of power but sent his beloved son to suffer like us and through his suffering

to redeem us from suffering and evil. Instead of explaining our suffering God shares it.”

- Nicholas Wolterstorff

Jesus has many who love his kingdom in heaven, but few who bear his cross. He has many who

desire comfort, but few who desire suffering. He finds many to share his feast, but few his fasting. All

desire to rejoice with him, but few are willing to suffer for his sake. Many follow Jesus to the breaking

of bread, but few to the drinking of the cup of his passion. Many admire his miracles, but few follow

him in the humiliation of the cross.

- Thomas A Kempis, The Imitation of Christ

“Christianity is a statement, which, if false, is of no importance, and, if true, of infinite importance.

The one thing, however, it cannot be is moderately important.” - CS Lewis

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ How do you feel outnumbered or surrounded and besieged as a Christian in this world?

➢ Where is the pressure for you, however subtle and seductive it may be, to relativize, privatize,

and compartmentalize Christian faith - to let it be moderately important?

➢ Why does Jesus characterize himself to this church as one having a 2-edged sword coming

from his mouth? How does he calibrate his approach to and deal with their greatest need?

○ What resistance does Jesus need to cut through in your world?

○ What temptation/sin pattern does Jesus need to cut out of your life?

➢ How do Jesus’ words of commendation dignify and encourage this group? you?

➢ If Satan cannot subvert the ministry of the Gospel with outside persecution, he chooses to

make it an inside job.  How does this play out for the church at Pergamum?

➢ What would repentance look like in this instance?

➢ How do the promised comforts speak to the longings of the church? your longings?


