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Hebrews 6:9-20· Sure of Better Things

ICE BREAKER (optional) Describe a time when you felt discouraged and someone encouraged you.  What

did that person do to encourage you?

DWELL As we read the passage together as a group, jot down your first impressions, any questions you

have, and what encourages you and/or confuses you from the text.

DIG

v9-12: What do you learn about the original audience?

How does the author address

them?

What does the author reveal about

them?

What does the author want for

them?

v13-18: Read Genesis 22:9-18 (on back) for background on this part of the passage.

What insight does the Genesis

account give us regarding the

original promise God made to

Abraham?

What evidence does the Hebrews

author give to prove God’s

promises are true?

What does the author encourage

his audience to do in light of God’s

promises?

v19-20: Central Images

How does the metaphor the author uses in v19 help

your understand our hope?

Review Leviticus 16:11-19 (on back).  What insight

does this give you when considering the curtain

mentioned in v19 of today’s passage? What

significance is there with Jesus going behind the

curtain?  (Consider Jesus as our great high priest.)

What does this passage communicate about God?

About the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Consider Matthew 27:50-51:  “And Jesus cried out in a loud voice and yielded up His spirit.  And behold,

the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.



DEEPEN

Where are you seeing spiritual fruit in your ministry, affection for God and service for God’s people?

Do you have confidence in God’s promises?  Why or why not?  What are ways you can build your

confidence in God’s character?

Are there ways that you want to deal with your own sin (ignore it, justify it, glorify it) instead of letting

Jesus go behind the curtain for you?

What choppy, chaotic seas and stormy life conditions are you facing today? How does knowing we have a

secure, strong, steadfast anchor influence your perspective?

Genesis 22:9-18 9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid

the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached

out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and

said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything

to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And

Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And

Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the

name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn,

declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless

you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And

your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be

blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

Leviticus 16:11-19  11 “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for

himself and for his house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. 12 And he shall take a censer full of coals

of fire from the altar before the Lord, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside

the veil 13 and put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat

that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14 And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it

with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some

of the blood with his finger seven times. 15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and

bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy

seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16 Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the

uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the

tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17 No one may be in the tent of

meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made

atonement for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel. 18 Then he shall go out to the altar that

is before the Lord and make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of

the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19 And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his

finger seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel.


