
Hope Presbyterian Church WBS · October 25-26, 2022 
Hebrews 4:14 – 5:10 · Jesus, The Better High Priest 

 
ICE BREAKER  Have you ever – as a child or adult – hoped or longed for something for a long time, and then 

had a hard time believing/accepting it when it actually happened? 

 
 

DWELL  As we read the passage together in large group, try to listen with the perspective of an 
original Jewish Christian reader, based on any knowledge you may have of the OT priesthood. 

 

DIG  What is the “confession” to which the readers are being exhorted to hold fast in Hebrews 4:14? 

See also Hebrews 3:1. 

 

According to Hebrews 5:1, what was the role of God’s Old Testament high priests? 
 

Among your group, divide up the chart below and quickly name significant similarities and differences between 

the mortal high priests and Jesus the Great High Priest. Discuss how these things make Jesus’ high priesthood 

superior to that of the mortal high priests. 

 SCRIPTURES MORTAL HIGH PRIESTS JESUS THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST 

APPOINTED BY? Hebrews 5:4-5 God God 

WHERE? Lev 16:2,15; Heb 4:14 Holy of holies, under cover of incense Through the heavens, now @ God’s right hand 

NATURE? Heb 4:15, 5:3 Sinful Sinless 

HOW LONG? Num 20:28; Heb 5:9 Until he died Always/eternal 

FOR WHOM? Lev 16:34; Heb 5:9 Israel All who believe 

RESULT? 
Lev 16:30; Num 18:22; 
1 Jn 1:9; Heb 4:16 

Temporarily cleansed, but no access Cleansed, full permanent access 

 

Can you think of some kinds of “weaknesses/temptations” that Jesus experienced (Heb 4:15), that enable Him to 

deeply empathize deeply with us? (If you’re looking for examples, see Matt 4:2, Mark 3:21, Mark 14:10, John 11:35, 

Luke 22:44, Matt 20:19). Why could knowing the weakness of Christ help us hold fast to our confession? 

 

 

What difference(s) do you notice between a high priest in the order of Melchizedek (Heb 5:5-6,10) and God’s Aaronic 

high priest? Why might this be important? (See Gen 14:18-20, Psalm 110:4) 

 

 

DEEPEN   

How does Jesus as the better high priest speak the Gospel in a new way to you? 

 

 

Are there any old ways of thinking or doing that you hold onto, even when you know there is a better way? If so, why? 

Are any of these things preventing you from walking with confidence to God’s throne of grace? 

 

 

Are you walking – or have you walked – through weaknesses or temptations that make it hard to hold fast at times? 

What would it mean to lean into the reality that Jesus has experienced every pain and temptation – even feeling 

abandoned by God?  


