
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2022

Revelation: Unveiled Hope

“Heaven: There and Back Again”

Revelation 4:1-11

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“Worship is the strategy by which we interrupt our preoccupation with ourselves and attend to the

presence of God.” - Eugene Peterson

“Worship is the arena in which God recalibrates our hearts, reforms our desires, and rehabituates our

loves. Worship isn’t just something we do; it is where God does something to us. Worship is the heart

of discipleship because it is the gymnasium in which God retrains our hearts.” - James K.A. Smith

“Beethoven…turned out pieces of breath-taking rightness.  Rightness that's the word!  When you get

the feeling that whatever note succeeds the last is the only possible note that can rightly happen at

that instant, in that context, then chances are you're listening to Beethoven…Our boy has the real

goods, the stuff from Heaven, the power to make you feel at the finish:  Something is right in the

world. There is something that checks throughout, that follows its own law consistently: something

we can trust, that will never let us down.” -Leonard Bernstein, from “The Joy of Music”

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ What captivates you from John’s there-and-back-again visit to the worship service in

heaven?

○ What is hard to access? What resonates and inspires?

○ Is this what you imagine when you think about heaven? How does this square with

popular Christian and non-Christian versions of heaven?

➢ Why did the 7 churches (Hope church, too!) need this vision from the throne room of heaven?

What is the bridge between the current condition of their churches (and ours!) and the

church in heaven?

➢ How is the vision of the reality of heaven a fulfillment for Jesus’ promise in Matthew 16:18

that he will build his church and the gates of hell will not prevail?

○ What current circumstance for you personally and for the church needs that promise

and its fulfillment? How is it encouraging and enabling?

➢ John was invited into the throne room of heaven and then ushered back to his exile on the

island of Patmos.

○ What do you imagine that was like for John?

○ How does his vision of the occupied throne in heaven embolden and equip us to live in

the here and now of earth?

➢ Using the Peterson and Smith quotations above, how should we approach the weekly

rhythms of worship? What are we really aiming at in worship week by week?

➢ More broadly for our vocations, how does this vision free us and restore us to bear God’s

image in this world?


