
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2022

Revelation: Unveiled Hope

“From Apathy to Zeal”

Revelation 3:14-22

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“It is clear that at the very beginning of Christianity, there must have occurred a vast release of

energy, unequaled in the history of the race. Without it, the future course of the faith is inexplicable…

Something happened to the men who associated with Jesus. That burst of energy was ascribed by the

early disciples to the founder of their faith. Why this occurred may lie outside the realms in which

historians are supposed to move.” - Kenneth LaTourette

“A zealous man in religion is pre-eminently a man of one thing. It is not enough to say that he is

earnest, hearty, uncompromising, thorough-going, whole-hearted, fervent in spirit. He only sees one

thing, he cares for one thing, he lives for one thing, he is swallowed up in one thing; and that one

thing is to please God.” - JC Ryle

“There are two ways to be fooled: one is to believe what isn’t true, the other is to refuse to believe

what is true.” - Soren Kierkegaard

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ What is Jesus’ chief concern for the church at Laodicea?

○ What does he see that they cannot see about themselves?

○ How could there exist such a wide discrepancy between perception and reality for

these believers, for this church?

➢ In verse 19, Jesus asserts that his beloved receives his discipline and rebuke.

○ How do you hear and receive these words from Jesus? How do they land with you?

○ Does his correction feel like love? Why? Why not?

➢ It is clear from the text that the apathy and lukewarmness of the Laodicea church sicken

Jesus to his stomach.

○ What is the effect of verse 16 for you?

○ How do you think that Jesus wants us to react to our apathy?

➢ Jesus does not simply hold a mirror in rebuke in this passage. He also offers provision for

healing, covering, and enrichment.

○ What does that reveal about Jesus - his manner and his work for his church?

➢ Jesus’ command in verse 19 to “be zealous” is intriguing.

○ What is your picture or understanding of zeal? Is it positive or negative?

○ Why does lukewarm Christianity do little for the advancement of Jesus’ kingdom?

➢ Look back over the previous letters.

○ Is there one letter that resonates with you more than others? Why?

○ Is there a newer revelation about Jesus that you are thankful for? Why?


