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“Heaven goes by favor. If it went by merit you would stay out and your dog would go in.”
Mark Twain

“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”
Jesus

CALL TO WORSHIP

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will �nd rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Matthew 11:28-30

All Glory Be to Christ
Should nothing of our e�orts stand, no legacy survive?
Unless the Lord does raise the house, in vain its builders strive.
To you who boast tomorrow’s gain: tell me, what is your life?
A mist that vanishes at dawn; all glory be to Christ!

All glory be to Christ, our King; all glory be to Christ!
His rule and reign we’ll ever sing; all glory be to Christ!

His will be done, His kingdom come on earth as is above;
Who is Himself our daily bread — Praise Him, the Lord of love.
Let living water satisfy the thirsty without price:
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet; all glory be to Christ! [Refrain]

When on the day the great I Am, the Faithful and the True —
The Lamb who was for sinners slain is making all things new,
Behold! our God shall live with us and be our steadfast light,
And we shall e'er his people be: All glory be to Christ! [Refrain]

by Dustin Kensrue © 2012 © Dead Bird Theology (Admin. by Mars Hill Church Inc.) and It's All About Jesus Music (Admin. by Mars Hill Church Inc.)

Fairest Lord Jesus
Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature; / O Thou of God and man the Son:
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, / Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, / Robed in the blooming garb of spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer  / Who makes the woeful heart to sing!

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, / And all the twinkling, starry host;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer / Than all the angels heav'n can boast.



Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! / Son of God and Son of Man:
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, / Now and forevermore be Thine! 

by Joseph August Seiss © Public Domain

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of Sin
Almighty God, you are the creator of all that is seen and unseen. Though we know You rule all things rightly by your
providence, we confess that we resist your rule and doubt your provision. We turn from your gracious hand to our own
ways, and from the light of your gaze to the darkness of our sin. Father, forgive us. Strengthen our faith and renew our
gratitude – remind us once again that we are your sons and daughters, through Jesus Christ our brother, Redeemer,
and King.

Silent Confession

Assurance of God’s Pardoning Grace
“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness… See what great love the Father has lavished on
us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”

1 John 1:8-9; 3:1a

Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst �aming worlds, in these arrayed, with joy shall I lift up my head!

Bold shall I stand in Thy great day; for who aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these I am: from sin and fear, from guilt and shame!

When from the dust of death I rise to claim my mansion in the skies,
Ev'n then this shall be all my plea: "Jesus hath lived, hath died, for me!"

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me —
For me! — a full atonement made, an everlasting ransom paid!

O let the dead now hear Thy voice; now bid Thy banished ones rejoice!
Their beauty this, their glorious dress: Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness!

by John Wesley and Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf © Public Domain

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Welcome and Prayers of the People



O�ering & Doxology

Life Together                                                                                                                                               Ethan Smith

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“Middle-class in Spirit” Chris Horne

12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or
your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13 But when you
give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you.
For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

15 When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will
eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17 And at
the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’
18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The �rst said to him, ‘I have bought a �eld, and I must go out and see it.
Please have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought �ve yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have
me excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21 So the servant came and
reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly
to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Sir,
what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be �lled. 24 For I tell you, none of those men
who were invited shall taste my banquet.’”

Luke 14:12-24

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Great is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; / There is no shadow of turning with Thee:
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; / As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! / Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided / Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!



Summer, and winter, and springtime, and harvest, / Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness / To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love! [Refrain]

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth; / Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow: / Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

by Thomas Obediah Chisholm and William Marion Runyan © 1923. Renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Words: Hope Publishing Company, and Music: 1923.

BENEDICTION

13 May the God of hope �ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer Requests: Fill out the online prayer card at https://bit.ly/3BkKMis.

LIFE TOGETHER

First Wednesday Fellowship: Join us January 4th, 5-7pm for a drop-in dinner and fellowship time! No registration
necessary - see you there!

Discovering Hope: This is our course on what it means to follow Jesus and participate as a member of a local church,
and it is the next step for those who wish to become a member of Hope Church. Our next class o�ering will be:
January 6-7th, a weekend version where we will cover everything in a Friday evening (7:30-9pm) and Saturday morning
(9-11:30am). A link to register can be found at hopechurchws.org/DH.

https://bit.ly/3BkKMis
https://hopechurchws.org/dh/


Middle School Photo Scavenger Hunt: Middle schoolers, let's kick 2023 o� with a fun event - a photo scavenger
hunt! Davis will send out a list of items/places to get in your pictures, with di�erent point values, at 3pm on Friday,
January 6th. Once you take a picture, text or email it to Davis with your name and the point value. The hunt will end
at 3pm on Sunday, January 8th and winners will be announced on Thursday, January 12th. Third place will get a
dessert of your choice delivered to your door, second place will get a meal of your choice (up to $15) delivered to your
door, and the winner will get a $25 Amazon gift card. Get snapping and having fun!

The Gathering Hour: Women of Hope, please join us on Tuesday, January 10th at 9:30am for The Gathering Hour;
a monthly morning of fellowship, with the purpose of connection. Co�ee and nibbles will be provided and childcare is
included. Friends and neighbors are welcome!

Women’s Bible Studies:
● The Hebrews study will resume on January 10th (7pm) and 11th (9:30am). Click here if you would like to

join. You do not need to register again if you attended in the fall.
● The Wednesday Evening study will be reading Love Walked Among Us by Paul Miller. Meetings will begin on

January 11th at 7pm. Email Sue Spainhour (spainhourj13@gmail.com) for the location and a copy of the book.

Sunday School for all ages will resume on January 15th.

High School and Middle School Youth: High School Life Groups will return on Sunday, January 15th from
5-6:45pm. The location is TBD but Davis will send it out as soon as possible. Middle School Youth Fellowship will
return on Sunday, January 22nd from 5-6:45pm at the church. Dinner is provided at both HS Life Groups and MS
Youth Fellowship. Students, we hope to see you there!

Hope Kids Connection:
New Verse for January: It's always thrilling to hear Hope Kids learning their verse. Keep up the good work.
Exodus 14:13 Verse Link

● January 8th: Hope Kids Worship 8:30am service -Ages 3 years old through 4th grade, with mentoring
opportunities for our 5th graders.

● January 29th: Hope Kids Mission Project- 8:30am service all ages

Congregational Meeting
Please make plans to join Hope's upcoming annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 29th, at 6:00pm!

We will gather to share dessert and co�ee together as a church family, hear about and celebrate the many ways God has
been at work in our midst, dream together about the year to come, and make some key decisions about how we can
keep in step with the King in our life and ministry together.

Speci�c agenda items include:
● Vote Davis Mooney to become an Associate Pastor
● Ministry Vision for 2023
● Testimonies of God's Work in and through Hope Church
● Presentation of the 2023 Budget
● Receive Nominations for the O�ces of Elder and Deacon

Nominations for elder and deacon are now ongoing, and nomination forms can be found at this link or in paper form
at the back of the Worship Hall.

https://hopechurchws.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1395107
https://hopechurchws.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1395107
https://a.co/jegxs36
mailto:spainhourj13@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIPVzRsIxDc
https://hopechurchws.churchcenter.com/people/forms/481333


Marriage Weekend with The Barnabas Center - Save the Date! We are rescheduling our “Heart-to-Heart”
marriage enrichment weekend for February 24-25, 2023. Details will be available in early January, but mark your
calendars—you won’t want to miss this opportunity to hear from counselors Ben Jones and Kristin Leathers, who will
teach story-�lled, Bible-based lectures designed to set up guided conversations between husband and wife afterwards.

MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK

Roy and Rebe Cli�ord have been serving in the Dominican Republic through Young Life. Rebe serves as the
Director of Financial Operations for Young Life in Latin America and the Caribbean and Roy is enjoying his new role
in helping to create the plan for Rapadou (YL camp in Haiti). Their three kids are thriving during this season, for
which they are very grateful. Roy’s mom was also able to come spend time with them, which was really wonderful for
all of them.

Prayer Requests: Pray for the kids, volunteers, and sta� working in Haiti - pray especially for safety for them. Pray for
wisdom with details as they work to create spaces that glorify the Lord. Additionally, pray for the protection of their
building materials and for the provision of additional materials, and the skilled trades they need for the building.
Finally (for now), pray for good, clear communication between the North American and Haitian Young Life team
members.

Contact: royclif@gmail.com

FINANCIAL STANDING AS OF DECEMBER 27th, 2022

Actual Budget Di�erence

Tithes & O�erings $1,004,088 $991,981 $ 12,107 1.22%

Expenses $935,947 $978,388 $ (42,441) -4.34%

Surplus (De�cit) $ 68,141 $ 13,593 $ 54,548

Annual Ministry Budget: $978,000


