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“Those who believe in God can never in a way be sure of him again. Once they have seen him in a stable, they can
never be sure where he will appear or to what lengths he will go or to what ludicrous depths of self-humiliation he will
descend in his wild pursuit of man. If holiness and the awful power and majesty of God were present in this least
auspicious of all events, this birth of a peasant’s child, then there is no place where we can hide from God, no place
where we are safe from his power to break in two and recreate the human heart because it is just where he seems most
helpless that he is most strong, and just where we least expect him that he comes most fully.”

Frederick Buechner

“The �rst thing that hit me when I started reading through the Gospels was the thought that Jesus had come to earth
in the �rst place… To exchange heaven for a place, and to exchange eternity for time, was an act of humility I don’t
think any of us can understand.”

Donald Miller

“It is the wonder of all wonders when the divine enters into direct contact with the human.”
Leopold von Ranke

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
2 The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shone.

6 For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7



1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with
God.

4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

John 1:1-2, 4-5

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us �nd our rest in Thee.
Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art:
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation; Joy of ev’ry longing heart!

Joy to those who long to see Thee, Dayspring from on high, appear!
Come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse; of Thy birth we long to hear.
O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth:
“Go to Him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth!”

Come to earth to taste our sadness, He whose glories knew no end;
By His life He brings us gladness: our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend.
Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall;
This the everlasting wonder: Christ was born the Lord of all!

Born Thy people to deliver; born a child, and yet a King;
Born to reign in us forever; now Thy gracious kingdom bring!
By Thine own Eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-su�cient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne!

Text: v.1, 4 Charles Wesley; v.2-3 Mark E. Hunt, 1987 (Copyright 1978, Intervarsity Christian Fellowship); Tune: Rowland H. Prichard (1830), Public Domain

OPENING PRAYER

THE COMING OF JESUS IS ANNOUNCED TO MARY AND JOSEPH
Lighting of the Gabriel candle, and the Mary and Joseph candle

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what
sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”



And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible
with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the
angel departed from her.

Luke 1:26-38

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before
they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” All this took place to ful�ll what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us).

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not
until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Matthew 1:18-25

O Come O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel / shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.

by Henry Sloane Co�n, Thomas Helmore, and John

PREPARATIONS FOR THE BIRTH OF JESUS

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the �rst
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.

Luke 2:1-5

O Little Town Of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by:
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the Everlasting Light;



The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

by Phillips Brooksand Lewis Henry Redner © Public Domain

JESUS IS BORN
Lighting of the Baby Jesus Candle

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her �rstborn son and wrapped
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Luke 2:6-7

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations rise! Join the triumphs of the skies:
With the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ, by highest Heaven adored — Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold Him come: O�spring of a virgin's womb!
Veiled in �esh, the Godhead see: hail the Incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel.

Hail the Heav'n born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings;
Mild, He lays His glory by, born, that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth; born to give them second birth.

by Felix Mendelssohn and Charles Wesley © Public Domain

JESUS' BIRTH IS ANNOUNCED TO THE SHEPHERDS
Lighting of the Angels' candle

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the �eld, keeping watch over their �ock by night. And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were �lled with great fear. And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto



you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will �nd a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

Luke 2:8-14

Angels from the Realms of Glory
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your �ight o'er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship; come and worship — worship Christ the newborn King!

Shepherds, in the �eld abiding, watching o'er your �ocks by night,
God with man is now residing: yonder shines the Infant Light!
Come and worship; come and worship — worship Christ the newborn King!

Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear —
Suddenly the Lord descending in His temple shall appear!
Come and worship; come and worship — worship Christ the newborn King!

by Edward Shippen Barnesand James Chadwick © Public Domain

SHEPHERDS FIND BABY JESUS
Lighting of the Shepherds' candle

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been
told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.

Luke 2:15-18

Come Behold The Wondrous Mystery
Come, behold the wondrous myst'ry in the dawning of the King:
He, the theme of heaven's praises, robed in frail humanity!
In our longing — in our darkness, now the Light of Life has come;
look to Christ who condescended — took on �esh to ransom us!

Come! behold the wondrous myst'ry, He, the perfect Son of Man:
in His living — in His su�'ring never trace nor stain of sin.
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man!
Christ, the great and sure ful�llment of the law: in Him we stand.

Come, behold the wondrous myst'ry: Christ, the Lord, upon the tree!
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory.



See the price of our redemption; see the Father's plan unfold,
bringing many sons to glory; grace unmeasured, love untold!

Come, behold the wondrous myst'ry: slain by death the God of life!
But no grave could e'er restrain Him; praise the Lord! He is alive!
What a foretaste of deliv'rance; how unwavering our hope!
Christ in power, resurrected, as will we be when He comes.

Come, behold the wondrous myst'ry: slain by death the God of life!
But no grave could e'er restrain Him; praise the Lord, He is alive!

© 2012 © Dayspring Music, LLC, Bleecker Publishing, and Centricity Music Publishing

WISE MEN BRING THEIR GIFTS TO JESUS
Lighting of the Kings' candle

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came
to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come
to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me
word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they o�ered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by
another way.

Matthew 2:1-12

What Child Is This
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping;
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This — this is Christ, the King, whom shepherds guard, and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, king, to own Him!
The King of Kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise — raise the song on high, the Virgin sings her lullaby:



Joy! Joy! for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

by William Chatterton Dix © Public Domain

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“The Best of All—God is with Us!” Ethan Smith

21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place
to ful�ll what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us).                                                                                                                                        Matthew 1:21-23

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Joy to the World!
Joy to the world; the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King!
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room, and heav'n and nature sing;
And heav'n and nature sing; and heav'n and nature sing!

Joy to the earth; the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ
While �elds and �oods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy;
Repeat the sounding joy; repeat the sounding joy!

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground:
He comes to make His blessings �ow far as the curse is found;
Far as the curse is found; far as — far as the curse is found!

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love;
And wonders of His love; and wonders of His love!

by George Frederic Handel and Isaac Watts © Public Domain.

Silent Night
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace;
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight:
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing: "Alleluia; Christ, the Savior, is born;



Christ, the Savior, is born!”

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King;
Christ, the Savior, is born; Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God — love's pure light,
Radiant, beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!

by Franz Xaver Gruber, Joseph Mohr, and John Freeman Young © Public Domain

BENEDICTION

May the incarnation of Jesus, the Word-made-�esh in our midst, �ll your hearts with peace.
May his birth among us renew your hope.
May the gift of his presence bring forth rejoicing.
May Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—bless you now and forever. Amen.


