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December 4th, 2022

“Who is this, so weak and helpless,
Child of lowly Hebrew maid,
Rudely in a stable sheltered,

Coldly in a manger laid?
‘Tis the Lord of all creation,

Who this wondrous path has trod;
He is Lord from everlasting,

And to everlasting God”
William Washam How

“John [the Baptist] saw the mission of the Coming One as primarily one of separation: those who repented he would
save and the unrepentant he would judge. John, in fact,expected this twofold messianic work to take place in a single
eschatological event. He had predicted that the coming Messiah would both ‘gather his wheat into the granary’ and
burn the cha� with unquenchable �re (Matt. 3:12). When John was in prison, he began to re�ect on the fact that,
while he did see Jesus gathering wheat, he did not see him burning cha�.”

Anthony Hoekema, The Bible and the Future

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom
you cruci�ed.”

Acts 2:36

CALL TO WORSHIP

Lighting of the Advent Candle

“I see Him, but not now;
I behold Him, but not near:
a Star shall come out of Jacob,
and a Scepter shall rise out of Israel…”

Numbers 24:17
“Born Thy people to deliver; born a child, and yet a King;
Born to reign in us forever; now Thy gracious kingdom bring!
By Thine own Eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-su�cient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne!”

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus: V.4
O Come O Come Emmanuel

What Child Is This

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of Sin
It is far too easy for us to dismiss our sins as trivial, Lord; forgive us for this.



Make us understand where we have gone wrong; help us to recognize our sins.
Remove whatever might make us blind, or narrow, or distracted.
Light up and awaken our consciences, through which your Holy Spirit speaks to us, that we might listen and obey.

From a prayer of David Clarkson (1622-1686)

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
Call to Me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known... I will cleanse
[you] from all the guilt of [your] sin against Me, and I will forgive all the guilt of [your] sin and rebellion against Me.

Jeremiah 33:3, 8

Hail to the Lord's Anointed

Testimony of the Lord’s Faithfulness                                                                                                            Sami Bills

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

*Children ages 3 - Kindergarten are dismissed for Worship Classes. (8:30am)

Welcome and Prayers of the People

O�ering & Doxology

Life Together                                                                                                                                        David Speakman

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“A Collision Course: the Expected Messiah and the Received Messiah” David Speakman

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Matthew 1:1

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are
raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not o�ended by me.”

Matthew 11:2-6

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son
of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” …

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and su�er many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to



rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the
things of man.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will �nd it.

Matthew 16:13-16, 21-25

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Come Behold The Wondrous Mystery

BENEDICTION

13 May the God of hope �ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering



forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer Requests: Fill out the online prayer card at https://bit.ly/3BkKMis.

LIFE TOGETHER

The Gathering Hour: Women of Hope, please join us on Tuesday, December 6th at 9:30am for the kicko� of the
Gathering Hour, a monthly morning of fellowship with the purpose of connection. Co�ee and nibbles will be
provided, and childcare is included. Friends and neighbors are welcome!

First Wednesday Fellowship: Join us December 7th, 5-7pm for a drop-in dinner and fellowship time! Dinner will be
meatball soup, salad, bread, and dessert! No registration necessary - see you there!

High School Dominican Republic Mission Trip Interest Meeting: The dates for the 2023 High School Mission
Trip to the Dominican Republic are nailed down as June 12-19th! We'll spend most of the trip working with Young
Life to prepare the Pico Escondido camp for their summer campers. It's going to be an amazing trip! If you'd like to
hear more about the trip, please join us for an interest meeting, with lunch provided, in Room 209 after the late service
on Sunday, December 11. Parents are welcome too!

Cocoa and Carols: December 17th, 4:00-5:30pm. We will have hot cocoa, Christmas cookies, festive games and crafts
for kids, and caroling!

Hope Kids Connection
December  Memory Work - Sing it or Say it! Here's our new verse for December. Luke 2:11 Song Link

December 11th �rst service: Join us for Hope Kids Worship, for ages 3 years old through 4th grade. 5th grade
age children are welcome to join us as mentors for our youngest Hope Kids. If interested, please contact Lisa at:
children@hopechurchws.org.

December 18th: Hope Kids will be leading the congregation on worship by singing one song in both services.
Please practice the song with your children at home. If you have not received the video with the motions, please
reach out to Lisa at: children@hopechurchws.org.

Volunteers Welcome: Children's Ministry has opportunities to: lead kids singing, “be another set of hands and
eyes”, and teach simple Bible stories. If you've never volunteered with Children's Ministry and would like to hear
more about volunteer opportunities, please contact Lisa at: children@hopechurchws.org.

All Youth Christmas Party: Middle and High School students - let's all celebrate Christmas together with a party
and gift exchange! We’ll meet on Sunday, December 18th from 7:30-9pm upstairs at the church. We’ll enjoy some
dessert, play some games, and exchange gifts "white elephant" style. Please bring a wrapped gift ($15 and under) for the
gift exchange. See you there!

Christmas Eve Worship Services:
● 4:00pm - “Wonders of His Love” - an interactive service for all ages. This service will not be livestreamed.
● 9:00pm - Candlelight Service - a service of Lessons and Carols. Livestream will be available.
● Nursery will not be provided at either service.

https://bit.ly/3BkKMis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSwsPI992T0
mailto:children@hopechurchws.org
mailto:children@hopechurchws.org
mailto:children@hopechurchws.org


Christmas Day Worship Service: We will gather for one worship service on Christmas Day at 11:00am. Nursery and
livestream will not be provided.

Discovering Hope: This is our course on what it means to follow Jesus and participate as a member of a local church,
and it is the next step for those who wish to become a member of Hope Church. Our next class o�ering will be:
January 6-7th, a weekend version where we will cover everything in a Friday evening (7:30-9pm) and Saturday morning
(9-11:30am). A link to register can be found at hopechurchws.org/DH.

FINANCIAL STANDING AS OF NOVEMBER 28th, 2022

Actual Budget Di�erence

Tithes & O�erings $871,701 $816,730 $ 54,971 6.73%

Expenses $853,686 $897,874 $ (44,188) -4.92%

Surplus (De�cit) $ 18,015 $ (81,144) $ 99,159

Annual Ministry Budget: $978,000

https://hopechurchws.org/dh/

