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“In friendship … we think we have chosen our peers. In reality a few years' di�erence in the dates of our births, a few
more miles between certain houses, the choice of one university instead of another...the accident of a topic being raised
or not raised at a �rst meeting--any of these chances might have kept us apart. But, for a Christian, there are, strictly
speaking, no chances. A secret master of ceremonies has been at work. Christ, who said to the disciples, ‘Ye have not
chosen me, but I have chosen you,’ can truly say to every group of Christian friends, ‘Ye have not chosen one another
but I have chosen you for one another.’ The friendship is not a reward for our discriminating and good taste in �nding
one another out. It is the instrument by which God reveals to each of us the beauties of others.”

C.S. Lewis

“What matters supremely therefore is not in the last analysis the fact that I know God, but the larger fact that underlies
it—the fact that he knows me. I am graven on the palms of his hands. I am never out of his mind. All my knowledge of
him depends on his sustained initiative in knowing me. I know him because he �rst knew me, and continues to know
me. He knows me as a friend, one who loves me; and there is no moment when his eye is o� of me, or his attention
distracted from me, and no moment therefore when his care falters.”

J.I. Packer

“Jacob, Jacob, . . . I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you
into a great nation. I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall
close your eyes.”

Genesis 46:2-4

CALL TO WORSHIP

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me

CALL TO CONFESSION

Confession of Sin
Lord Jesus,
You tell us in Your holy word that if we walk in the light, as You are in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin. And yet we have walked in darkness; give us deeper repentance for our
sin! Reveal our wanderings to us. Forgive us our willful disobedience, and restore our consciences to newness of life by
Your Holy Spirit. Amen.

From 1 John 1:7

Silent Confession



Assurance of God’s Pardoning Grace
“God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ... He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

2 Corinthians 4:6; Colossians 1:13-14

Laden with Guilt and Full of Fears

The Covenant of Baptism (8:30am) Oliver Short

Jesus Loves You (8:30am)

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

*Children ages 3-Kindergarten are dismissed for Worship Class. (8:30am)

Welcome and Prayers of the People

O�ering & Doxology God Moves in a Mysterious Way

Life Together                                                                                                                                        David Speakman

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“The Secret Master of Ceremonies” David Speakman

1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his household: 2 Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 All the descendants of
Jacob were seventy persons; Joseph was already in Egypt. 6 Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that
generation. 7 But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong,
so that the land was �lled with them.

8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of
Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war
breaks out, they join our enemies and �ght against us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over
them to a�ict them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more
they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of
the people of Israel. 13 So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves 14 and made their lives bitter with hard
service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the �eld. In all their work they ruthlessly made them work as
slaves.

15 Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16

“When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but
if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them,
but let the male children live. 18 So the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this,
and let the male children live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the



Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the
midwives. And the people multiplied and grew very strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families.

Exodus 1:1-21

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Sovereign Over Us

BENEDICTION

13 May the God of hope �ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the ful�llment of all my needs and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed
on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the
race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of
who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.
Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved and
accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and o�ering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as
Savior and Lord. Amen.



Prayer Requests: Fill out the online prayer card at https://bit.ly/3BkKMis.

LIFE TOGETHER

Sunday School for all ages resumes today at 10:00am.

High School and Middle School Youth: High School Life Groups will resume tonight from 5-6:45pm. Contact
Davis for the location. Middle School Youth Fellowship will return on Sunday, January 22nd from 5-6:45pm at the
church. Dinner is provided at both HS Life Groups and MS Youth Fellowship. Students, we hope to see you there!

Hope Kids Connection:

● Hope Kids Mission Project: January 29th; 8:30am service; all ages are welcome. Be on the lookout for how
to get involved.

● New Verse for January: It's always thrilling to hear Hope Kids learning their verse. Keep up the good work.
Exodus 14:13 Verse Link

Congregational Meeting
Please make plans to join Hope's upcoming annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 29th, at 6:00pm!

We will gather to share dessert and co�ee together as a church family, hear about and celebrate the many ways God has
been at work in our midst, dream together about the year to come, and make some key decisions about how we can
keep in step with the King in our life and ministry together.

Speci�c agenda items include:
● Vote Davis Mooney to become an Associate Pastor
● Ministry Vision for 2023
● Testimonies of God's Work in and through Hope Church
● Presentation of the 2023 Budget
● Receive Nominations for the O�ces of Elder and Deacon

Nominations for elder and deacon are now ongoing, and nomination forms can be found at this link or in paper form
at the back of the Worship Hall.

College Care Packages: Attention all college students and parents of college students! We will be sending out care
packages to all of Hope’s college students, so please be sure to register so we know to send one. Packages are going out
within the next month, so registration must be complete by January 21st! >>Click here.

Men’s Cohorts: All men (18+) are welcome to join a weekly cohort, where we will spend part of the time connecting
and part of the time studying the life of Joseph in the book of Genesis. Multiple days and times are available. Meetings
will begin the week of January 29th. >>Click here to register

Family Game Night: Come join us at Hope for dinner and then games on Friday, February 3rd, 5:30-7:00pm. We’d
love to give you a relaxed evening to end your week. We’ll provide a kid friendly dinner followed by multiple game/play
areas through the church building. If you have any questions, or have games that you’d love to share with us, please
contact Lisa Applegate. Please RSVP by  February 1st. >>Click here

https://bit.ly/3BkKMis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIPVzRsIxDc
https://hopechurchws.churchcenter.com/people/forms/481333
http://hopechurchws.churchcenter.com/people/forms/484816
https://hopechurchws.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1416063
mailto:children@hopechurchws.org
https://hopechurchws.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1588080


Lost & Found Items: We have several lost items, including clothing, mugs, and children's items, in a basket on the
Resources bookshelf at the back of the worship hall. Items that are not collected will be donated at the end of January.

Marriage Weekend with The Barnabas Center - Save the Date! We are rescheduling our “Heart-to-Heart”
marriage enrichment weekend for February 24-25, 2023. Details will be available in early January, but mark your
calendars—you won’t want to miss this opportunity to hear from counselors Ben Jones and Kristin Leathers, who will
teach story-�lled, Bible-based lectures designed to set up guided conversations between husband and wife afterwards.

MISSIONARY OF THE WEEK

Jose and Anna Portillo live and serve in Charlotte, North Carolina, through Vive Charlotte Church. This has been
an exciting time for their family both personally and in ministry - becoming a family of six and seeing their church
ministry grow in new ways. They are very excited to be able to o�er both church on Sunday mornings, and also a
Spanish speaking service in the middle of the week.

Prayer Requests: Praise God for the ways that he used Viva Charlotte to bless the community in East Charlotte
during the Advent season and on Three Kings Day! Pray that God would continue to use Jose and Anna and their
church sta� to meet the people of their church and their community, that Jesus would be seen through them, and that
many would come to know and profess Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Contact: jose@vivecharlotte.com

FINANCIAL STANDING AS OF JANUARY 9th, 2023

Actual Budget Di�erence

Tithes & O�erings $12,132 $36,944 $ (24,812) -67.16%

Expenses $14,238 $25,589 $ (11,351) -44.36%

Surplus (De�cit) $ (2,106) $ 11,355 $ (13,461)

Annual Ministry Budget: $1,069,040


