
Life Groups @ Hope Winter 2023

Life of Moses: Seeing Him Who Is Invisible

“The Secret Master of Ceremonies”

Exodus 1:1-21

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“In friendship...we think we have chosen our peers. In reality a few years' difference in the dates of our births, a

few more miles between certain houses, the choice of one university instead of another...the accident of a topic

being raised or not raised at a first meeting--any of these chances might have kept us apart. But, for a Christian,

there are, strictly speaking no chances. A secret master of ceremonies has been at work. Christ, who said to the

disciples, "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you," can truly say to every group of Christian friends, "Ye

have not chosen one another but I have chosen you for one another." The friendship is not a reward for our

discriminating and good taste in finding one another out. It is the instrument by which God reveals to each of us

the beauties of others.” - C.S. Lewis

“What matters supremely therefore is not in the last analysis the fact that I know God, but the larger fact that

underlies it - the fact that he knows me. I am graven on the palms of his hands. I am never out of his mind. All

my knowledge of him depends on his sustained initiative in knowing me. I know him because he first knew me,

and continues to know me. He knows me as a friend, one who loves me; and there is no moment when his eye

is off of me, or his attention distracted from me, and no moment therefore when his care falters.” - J.I. Packer

“Jacob, Jacob, . . . I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make

you into a great nation. I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and

Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” - Genesis 46: 2-4

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ At the outset of the book of Exodus, it seems that God is absent (he is not mentioned until

v17) and the progress of his covenant promises have reached a dead end.

○ What are some circumstances, relationships, or experiences that you are facing in

which it seems that God is absent or uninvolved?

○ How are you managing? Where do you want to see God, the secret master, at work?

➢ The first word of Exodus is the conjunction “and”.

○ How does this particular season in the lives of God’s covenant people connect to the

bigger narrative of what God has promised and is actively accomplishing in his

people’s lives? (Genesis 46:2-4 are helpful here)

○ For every Christian there is an “And” to your life that connects you to God’s redeeming

love: what is the encouragement for you in that? How does that help with the anxiety

and pessimism that so easily creep in?

➢ The passage is punctuated with the strong adversative conjunction “but”.

○ Where does it show up in our passage, and how is it used for effect each time?

○ How do the principles of growth despite persecution and God bringing flourishing out

of intended harm strike you - both comfort and challenge? What adversity in your life

could be the launching pad of flourishing?

➢ The final conjunction of the passage in our focus is “so”.

○ What is the comfort and challenge that your obedience and faithfulness are used by

God to bring his Kingdom into the world?


