
Life Groups @ Hope Winter 2018 
 

In His Own Words: 
“Jesus: The Light of the World” 

John 8: 12 
 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“Made for spirituality, we wallow in introspection.  Made for joy, we settle for pleasure.  Made for 
justice, we clamor for vengeance.  Made for relationships, we insist on our own way. Made for 
beauty, we are satisfied with sentiment.  But new creation has already begun.  The sun has begun to 
rise.  Christians are called to leave behind, in the tomb of Jesus Christ, all that belongs to the 
brokenness and incompleteness of the present world.  It is time, in the power of the Spirit, to take 
up our proper role, our fully human role, as agents, heralds, and stewards of the new day that is 
dawning.  That, quite simply, is what it means to be Christian: to follow Jesus Christ into the new 
world, God’s new world, which he has thrown open before us.” N.T Wright - Simply Christian, 237. 
 
“"He came down from heaven" can almost be transposed into "Heaven drew earth up into it," and 
locality, limitation, sleep, sweat, footsore weariness, frustration, pain, doubt, and death are, from 
before all worlds, known by God from within. The pure light walks the earth; the darkness, received 
into the heart of Deity, is there swallowed up. Where, except in uncreated light, can the darkness be 
drowned?” -C. S. Lewis 
 
“In your light do we see light.” - Psalm 36:9 
 
 
Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ After reading through the passage together, ask your group what makes an impression upon 
them from the passages and why it strikes them.   

 
➢ The quotation from NT Wright above makes the case that we were made for more than we 

often settle for and that the light of the new creation is dawning and beckoning us into the 
more for which we were made. How does that strike you today? What areas of your life are 
shadowed? What areas of your life would you like to have the light of the new creation pull 
you forward? What are you settling for? 

 
➢ The contrast of darkness and light is simple and, perhaps, so familiar that it can be lost on us 

at times. How do these basic themes of darkness and light intersect with you today? Where 
are you experiencing darkness - personally, relationally, culturally? Where is the light of the 
gospel breaking in - personally, relationally, culturally? 

 
➢ What is the allure of keeping parts of our lives in the dark? What is threat of the light? What 

does it cost to welcome the illumination of the gospel? 
 

➢ What is the liberty of the light? Why is Jesus not simply interested in exposure and 
consequences? How does his light both expose and cover? 

 
➢ How can we, as a church and individuals, not simply stand on the sidelines and lament the 

darkness and safeguard ourselves against the darkness? How can we be bearers of light? 


