
Life Groups @ Hope Winter 2018 
 

In His Own Words: 
“Jesus, the Good and Beautiful Shepherd” 

John 10: 11-21, 27-30 
 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“Being confident of the goodness of the Lord shouldn’t be confused with an assumption that 
because God is good, he will give me the things I have set my heart on. In his grace, God is freeing 
you from the small confines of your little definition of what is good so that you can experience the 
huge and satisfying good that he has planned for you . . . This is the bottom line. The good that God 
promises me isn’t a situation, possession, position, or relationship. The good that he promises me 
is himself. What could possibly be a better gift?” - Paul Tripp 
 
“The LORD God is a sun and a shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he 
withhold from those who walk uprightly.” - Psalm 84: 11 
 

“Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care; 

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Thy folds prepare: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.” 

 - Dorothy Thrupp 
 
 
Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ After reading through the passage together, ask your group what makes an impression upon 
them from the passages and why it strikes them.   

 
➢ How does this self-portrait from Jesus intersect with you today? Is there anything fresh? 

Does it resonate with or confuse you at all? Is it too “churchy” to speak to you today? 
 

➢ What is/was the effect of reading a familiar passage like Psalm 23 and removing all mention 
of the Good shepherd? Paul Miller summarizes what it’s like to live with the Shepherd taken 
out: “We are left obsessing over our wants in the valley of the shadow of death, paralyzed by 
fear in the presence of our enemies . . . With the Good Shepherd gone, we are alone in a world 
of evil.” Where have you experienced anything like what Miller describes? 

 
➢ How do you like being portrayed as a sheep? Is it offensive at all? Just mildly laughable? Do 

you really think you need a Shepherd? 
 

➢ What is your experience with the extravagant promise that no one can snatch the sheep from 
the shepherd’s hands? Is that elusive to you? Has it been particularly sensible and dear to you 
at any point? 

 
 


