
Life Groups @ Hope Winter 2018 
 

In His Own Words: 
“Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life” 

John 14: 1-6 
 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 

 

“We believe that all religions are basically the same. 

They all believe in love and goodness. 

They only differ on matters of  

Creation, sin, heaven, hell, God, and salvation . . .  

We believe that each man must find the truth that is right for him. 

We there is no absolute truth, 

except the truth that there is no absolute truth. 

We believe in the rejection of creeds, 

and the flowering of individual thought.” - Steve Turner 

 

“The uniqueness of Christ is not a peripheral teaching of the Christian faith. If we lose our sense of absolute 

dependence on what Jesus did, it will erode away the whole of the faith until little remains. But equally 

important to holding to the uniqueness of Christ is not acting arrogant or superior to those who do not agree or 

who are not Christians. Nothing so quickly discredits this biblical claim than if we make it without love, or in 

pride, defensiveness, conceit, or if we refuse to discuss it at all . . . This introduces the important issue that part 

of the persuasiveness of the Christian faith includes factors that are not, strictly speaking, cognitive - a point 

too often neglected in discussions of apologetics. It raises the matter of who we are as we try to defend the truth 

of God and persuade others. What looms large is our own character, the quality of our love, and our ability to 

relate to other people with both courage and sensitivity.” - Dick Keyes 

 

“There is no other stream.” - Aslan, The Silver Chair 

 

 

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 

 

➢ After reading through the passage together, ask your group what makes an impression upon them from 

the passages and why it strikes them.  

 

➢ How does this self-portrait from Jesus intersect with you today? Is there anything fresh? Does it 

resonate with or confuse you at all? 

 

➢ So many difficult questions spring up from this passage and assertion. Take some time to list them out. 

 

➢ The context of this passage is one of confusion, trouble, and seemingly foreclosed options. How does 

Jesus’ self-characterization bring clarity, soothing, and freedom for the disciples and for us? 

 

➢ What is the effect of softening Jesus’ declaration from “the” to “a way, a truth, a life”? Where are you 

personally tempted to soften the edge of Jesus’ statement? Where is the church tempted to do the 

same? Why? What is lost or gained by such a move? 

 

➢ What do you make of Dick Keyes’ distinction in the quotation above between holding firmly to the 

uniqueness of Christ yet not acting in arrogant superiority? He prescribes relating to other people “with 

both courage and sensitivity”. Which side of the horse are you more prone to fall off - lack of courage or 

lack of sensitivity? How do we embody this humility and confidence? 


