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God’s New Humanity: 
“Blessed Assurance” 

Ephesians 1: 11-14 
 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“Great Father of mercies, Thy goodness I own, 
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son; 
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine 
Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine.” - John Stocker 
 
“The movement of God's Spirit is very gentle, very soft - and hidden. It does not seek attention. But 
that movement is also very persistent, strong and deep.”  - Henri Nouwen 
 
“He who dwells in a house, keeps the house in repair; so the Spirit dwelling in a believer, keeps 
grace in repair.  Grace is compared to a river of the water of life (John 7:38).  This river can never be 
dried up because God’s Spirit is the spring that continually feeds it.” - Thomas Watson 
 
Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ Looking over the doxology Paul provides in this one long sentence, what aspect of the work 
of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit stands out to you the most? 

○ Is one of the persons of the Trinity more accessible to you than the others? 
○ Is one more veiled and unfamiliar? 

 
➢ Are you frustrated by the need for ongoing assurance of God’s work and the final redemption 

Paul sets before us in this passage? Why can’t we just be told one time, understand, and get 
on with our lives? 

○ In what area of your life, work, family, or relationships do you crave the assurance of 
God’s work? 

○ Do you ever think that Jesus must be exasperated with our need for assurance? Why is 
he not exasperated? 

○ Where have you recently been encouraged and assured that God is at work? How did 
that assurance come to you? 

 
➢ Why is it so crucial that we understand the content of the Spirit’s assurance as casting a 

brighter light on the finished work of Jesus rather than? 
 

➢ Nouwen in the quotation above asserts that the movement of God’s Spirit is subtle and gentle 
yet persistent and deep. How have you experienced both qualities he describes? 

 
➢ Assurance is not an end in itself, according to the passage, but the means to the end of us 

living “to the praise of his glory”. How does assurance of God’s work, the deposit of the 
future inheritance motivate us in the present to live and work and wait for the fullness it 
anticipates? 

 


