
Life Groups @ Hope                                             Spring 2018 
 

God’s New Humanity: 
“Far Away No Longer” 

Ephesians 2: 11-13 
 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“How does one remember God, reach for God, realize God in the midst of one’s life, if one is 
constantly being overwhelmed by that life?” - Christopher Wiman 
 
“One way or another, we are always remembering, of course. There is no escaping it even if we want 
to, or at least no escaping it for long, though God knows there are times when we try to, don’t want 
to remember. In one sense the past is dead and gone, never to be repeated, over and done with, but 
in another sense, it is of course not done with at all or at least not done with us. Every person we 
have ever known, every place we have ever seen, everything that has ever happened to us – it all 
lives and breathes deep in us somewhere whether we like it or not, and sometime it doesn’t take 
much to bring it back to the surface.” -Frederick Buechner 
 
“Forgetfulness leads to exile, while redemption is the secret to redemption.” - Baal Shem Tov 
 
Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there 
lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you? 

 
➢ Many folks discern a parallel between v. 1-10 of chapter 2 and v. 11-13. 

○ What are some of similarities in Paul’s reasoning in both passages? 
○ Last week we discussed Paul’s use of the “grammar of grace”? Where does it show up 

in this passage? What is the effect? 
 

➢ This passage hinges upon the very powerful pull to be distracted from, to become dull to, and 
even minimize the wonders of redemption (see Wiman’s honest question above). 

○ How are you tempted not to remember the glories and the wonders of being brought 
near by the blood for Christ? 

○ Conversely, what is helping you to remember? 
■ What roles do worship, Life Group, prayer, and devotional reading play in 

aiding the remembrance? 
■ What you make of Tov’s assertion above in this regard? 

 
➢ The sermon was urging us to remember what we were so that we can be who we are. 

○ Are there parts of your life apart from Christ that you just as soon forget?  
○ What can be the value in actively remembering what we were? 

 
➢ Paul describes a sharp contrast between “at that time” and “now” for the Ephesian 

Christians, a definite time of being outside looking in and definite time of being drawn 
within and welcomed. 

○ Can you personally identify such a time for yourself? 
○ What did it feel like to be outside/apart/far off? 
○ What did it feel like to brought in/welcomed? 
○ Is being able to identify a clear spot of time in which such an experience occurred a 

requirement for authentic Christian experience? 


