
 Life Groups @ Hope Winter 2019 
 

Witness Unhindered: 
“One Beggar Telling Another Beggar Where to Find Bread” 

Acts 3: 1-26 
 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“Evangelism is just one beggar telling another beggar where to find the bread.” - D. Thambyrajah Niles 
 
“Words without deeds are empty, but deeds without words are dumb.” - Lesslie Newbigin 
 
“The biggest problem with poverty is the shame that comes with it. When you give the best you have to 
someone in need, it translates into something much deeper to the receiver. It means that they are worthy. 
If it’s not good enough for you, it’s not good enough for those in need either. Giving the best you have does 
more than feed an empty belly - it feeds the soul.” - Kristine Levine 
 
“If Christians don’t honor the cries and claims of the poor, we don’t honor God, whatever we profess, 
because we hide God’s beauty from the eyes of the world. When we pour out ourselves for the poor - that 
gets the world’s notice. Even when Christians were a small minority in the Roman Empire, their startling 
charity to the poor evoked great respect from the populace. To honor God, we must defend the poor and 
needy (Jeremiah 22:16).” - Timothy Keller, Generous Justice 
 
Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there 
lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?  

 
➢ Acts 2: 42-47 portrayed the church as a warm, supportive, unified, joyful, and cozy 

community. Acts 3 and 4 display the encroachment of the world and confrontation with 
opposition. 

○ What is attractive from the Acts 2 description for you personally? How does the allure 
of safety and coziness tempt you? 

○ Where is the world encroaching and you are finding opposition? Where are you 
tempted to retreat into  a “safe,” churchy community? 

 
➢ Keller asserts that our regard for and treatment of the poor are crucial for our credibility and 

mission in the world. 
○ How does knowing that you are a beggar telling other beggars where to find the bread 

help you regard the cries of the poor? 
○ What prevents you from seeing yourself as needy and poor yourself? 

 
➢ How do you think Peter and the apostles gained so much boldness and confidence from 

Jesus’ resurrection? 
 

➢ Kristine Levine’s story of finding dignity and provision in her poverty is compelling. 
○ What do you make of her point that “shame” is the biggest problem for poverty? Why 

is that? How does that express itself? 
○ How has Jesus given you his best? 
○ Is that enabling you to give your best to others, too? 


