Order of Worship
May 19th, 2019
“Salvation is membership in the family of God . . .The creation of a family with children is the
reason for all of God’s activity. This is how he intends to show his glory . . . Our sonship to God
is the apex of creation and the goal of redemption . . . The story of Paradise lost becoming Paradise
regained is the story of God’s grace bringing us from alienation from him to membership in his
family . . . Our self-image, if it is to be biblical, will begin just here. God is my Father (the
Christian’s self-image always begins with the knowledge of God and who he is!); I am one of his
children (I know my real identity); his people are my brothers and sisters (I recognize the family
to which I belong and have discovered my deepest ‘roots’).”
Sinclair Ferguson
“You sum up the whole of the New Testament teaching in a single phrase, if you speak of it as a
revelation of the Fatherhood of the Holy Creator. In the same way, you describe it as the
knowledge of God as one’s holy Father. If you want to judge how well a person understands
Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as
his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his
whole outlook on life, it means the he does not understand Christianity very well at all.”
J.I. Packer
“If the love of the father will not make a child delight in him, what will?”
John Owen
GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

Great is Thy Faithfulness
Call to Worship

Good, Good Father
Call to Confession
Confession of Sin
Merciful God,
We rejoice that you pardon all who repent and turn to you,
so we humbly confess our sins and ask for your mercy.
We have not loved you with a pure heart,
nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not done justice, loved mercy,
or walked humbly with you, our God.
Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness.
In your great compassion,
cleanse us from our sin.
Create in us a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within us.

Do not cast us from your presence,
or take your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation,
and sustain us with your grace,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as
white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall become like wool.”
Isaiah 1: 18
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”
1 John 1: 9

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Covenant of Baptism

Elias Jude Heaton

Jesus Loves You
Jesus loves you this we know; for the Bible tells us so
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak but He is strong
Yes Jesus loves you; Yes Jesus loves you; Yes Jesus loves you
The Bible tells us so
*Children ages 3-2nd grade are dismissed to their worship class.*
Welcome and Prayers of the People
Offering and Doxology
Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
Life Together

Margaret Ann Speakman

Behold Our God
All: And also with you.
David Speakman

ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD
“The Heartbeat of Hope: The Embrace of the Father”

David Speakman

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
26

27

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:26-28
28

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
John 1:12-13
12

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery
to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be
glorified with him.
Romans 8:14-17
14

3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we
are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be
like him, because we shall see him as he is.
1 John 3:1-2

Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God.

All: Thanks be to God
Sermon Notes

*Children return to join their families*
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE
Leader: The Lord be with you.

All:

And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

All:

We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Leader: Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith.

All:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Lord’s Supper Instructions
 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and
resurrection alone for his or her redemption.
 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements.
 White grape juice in cups and gluten free crackers are available at the left and right stations.
 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of
intinction where you dip the bread in the wine.
 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can
pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms.
 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they
have met with and been approved by the Session.
Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,

and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith.
Amen.
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me,
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Behold the Lamb
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD

This is My Father’s World
Benediction
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit
you may abound in hope.”
Romans 15:13

