
Order of Worship 

May 26th, 2019 
  

“No one will leave an addiction or compulsion unless a competing passion is offered that gives a taste of 
what the soul is meant to endure. Only Heaven is a big enough passion to draw us away from petty 
distractions and cheap addictions of this sorry world.” 

Dan Allender, Bold Love 
  
“The more you say no to self in the way that Jesus teaches us to, you become more yourself. You don’t cease 
to have a personality. The more you deny self, the more the ‘real you’ you become—the you that God 
intended you to be—the you that you sense in your better moments you should be. The you that God 
thought up in the first place.” 

Sam Allberry, “Is God Anti-Gay?” 
  
“[People with intellectual disabilities] are essentially people of the heart. When they meet others they do 
not have a hidden agenda for power or for success. Their cry, their fundamental cry, is for a relationship, a 
meeting heart to heart. It is this meeting that awakens them, opens them up to life, and calls them forth to 
love in great simplicity, freedom and openness. When those ingrained in a culture of winning and of 
individual success really meet them, and enter into friendship with them, something amazing and 
wonderful happens. They too are opened up to love and even to God. They are changed at a very deep level. 
They are transformed and become more fundamentally human.” 

Jean Vanier 
  

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  

All Creatures of Our God and King 
  
Call to Worship 

  
Abide With Me 
  
Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners 

  
Call to Confession 
  
Confession of Sin 
  
Merciful God,  
We rejoice that you pardon all who repent and turn to you, 
so we humbly confess our sins and ask for your mercy. 
We have not loved you with a pure heart, 
nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have not done justice, loved mercy, 
or walked humbly with you, our God. 
Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. 
In your great compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin. 
Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us. 
Do not cast us from your presence, 



or take your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 
and sustain us with your grace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  
Silent Confession 
  
Assurance of Pardon 
  
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white 
as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall become like wool.” 

Isaiah 1: 18 
  
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”  

1 John 1: 9 
  

Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
  

Covenant of Membership                                                                 Nelson and Caki May 
  

*Children ages 3-5 are dismissed to their worship class. 
K-2nd grade will remain in the service.* 

  
Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.                          
All: And also with you. 

  
Welcome and Prayers of the People                                                               Larry McGee 
  
Offering and Doxology                                                                               Behold the Lamb 
  
Life Together                                                                                                          Ethan Smith 
  

ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  
“The Heartbeat of Hope: Equipped as Disciples of the Son”                      Ethan Smith 
  

34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  

John 13:34-35 
  
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he 

takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are 
clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can 
do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 



and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
full. 

  
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one 

than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose 
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, 
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so 
that you will love one another. 

  
18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the 

world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 
21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent 
me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no 
excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works 
that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my 
Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 

  
26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 

proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you 
have been with me from the beginning. 

  
1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away.” 

John 15:1-16:1 
  

Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God. 
All: Thanks be to God 
  

*Children return to join their families* 
  
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   Therefore let us proclaim the  mystery of the faith. 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Lord’s Supper Instructions 

 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and  
resurrection alone for his or her redemption. 

 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements. 
 White grape juice in cups and gluten free crackers are available at the left and right stations.  

 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of 



intinction where you dip the bread in the wine. 

 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer 
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can 
pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms. 

 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they 
have met with and been approved by the Session.  
 

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 
  
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false 
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 
Amen. 
  
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 
  
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, 
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Belief 
  
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more 
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
  

My Jesus, I Love Thee 
  
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD 
  

I Surrender All 
  
Benediction 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hope.”  

Romans 15:13 
  

 


